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On Wedneſday, Oftober 31, 1794, at the Exhibition-Room, = 
. Exchequer- Street. ; 
WITH THE : | 
LETTER OF THE CORPORATION OF DUBLIN, 
4:2 7-; "00 mu amn or : 


ANNEXTD 39 THE. | . bs, 
DECLARATION - 
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PRE ©), RC. <p „„ 
; | SUBSCRIBED BY THE CATHOLICS OF IRELAND. . 
* „„ 5 * THE. „ 2 | Fe 


LETTER AND PLAN OF THE SUB-COMMITTER 


| FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES. : 


—: whos the: contimt.of 88 = 
definition of flavery c hut in fact, “ eleven men well armed, will certainly® E 
ſubdue one ſingle man in his ſhirt.” But I have done; for thoſe wha” © © 


have uſed puer to cramp liberty, have gone ſo far as to reſent even the 3 
| Bert of complajning; alchough u man upon the rack was never known to 4 
N A 5 
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A very. numerous meeting of the Col of Dublin, 
having in conſequence of public notice, taken place at =} 
© the Exara;rion-Roox in Rs Apt and Ee 
| VV. CHARLES RYAN: „ 9 : 
gn, as 5 Chairman to the meeting of Parochial Del = 
of this city, beben, my Wat vo Hee Why uo - | 
their motives for calling you er. Tou have all fee 
of Ireland, againſt the views of the Carholics, 85 
have ſeen thoſe Reſolutions ably rep 


of every part of the kingdom. „„ 
poration of this city remains, as yet, Unanſwered,” and 

Four Parochial conceived that, in imitation of the - 

wiſe proceedings of your brethren eHewhere, you are 5 

DK upon to vindicate yourſelves from the fille charges N 

| falſe principles contained in the Addreſs of this city ; 

L-thvrvfore 16094 emen 


Which was read accordingly, and is as follows: 
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error DUBLIN, 


At a Posr-Az82MBLY of the Right Honourable the as 
Mayor, Sheriffs, Commons; and Citizens of the CITY of 
DUBLIN, held at the Exhibition- Houſe in William-ftreet, 
on Tueſday the r1th Day of September, 1792, purſuant 

= a Requiſition, for the purpoſe. of taking into conſi- 
deration a Letter, circulated throughout this OY and 


kingdom, ſigned © EpwazD Braxz:“ 


e 


Acopy of ſaid Letter, and alſo of the Plan and Obſervations 
mentioned to have .been--incloſed therein, having been 
read from a Public Print, the Ny UN age : 
e eee r e Wee eh e e hs 5 
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THAT Lrris be rte * PROTESTANTS 7 
| OF IRELAND, to the following effef 


J 
| „ counTEYNEN AND ain! 5 


£7 #7+ 


46 THE firm and manly: ſupport, which ”e CITY: from 


r 


you when we ſtood forward in defence. of the Por ET any 
' AscanvDancy, deſerves our warmeſt thanks; we hoped that 


the ſe 


„„; made GE ORE > Fc, FR 
A . RI 1 * 


e of the Proteſtants of Ireland, declared upon that 
would have convinced our Roman Catholic fellow- 


ns that the purſuit of political power was for, them a 


ain purſuit; for though the liberal and enlightened mind 


gi f the Proteſtant receives pleaſure in ſceing the Catholis 
exerciſe his religion with freedom enjoy his property in 


RPR N 
LE "> 


ſecurity—and poſſeſs the higheſt degree of perſonal-liberty, 


yet experience has taught us that, without the ruin elbe 


- Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, the Catholic cannot be llowe 
3 e ate <3 4 


„ ES FRE 
For more than ten years the preſs hed rdarradatitn 5 
various writings, intended to prove that Roman Catholic 


have an equal claim with Proteſtants to a participatiom in 7 


the exerciſe of political power in this Kingdom; that ſuch a- 
participation would not be: injurious to Proteſtants; that 
prejudice, only, prevents Proteſtants from conceding. this 
claim; and to complete the work, a Letter has lately ap- 
peared, fgned * « Edward Byrne, in which the Roman 
olics are inſtructed to proceed upon the plan of the 
| French, democracy, to elect a repreſentatiog of their own; 
to which ſaid Byrne inſinuates that * the Proteſtants ain 
bend, as he has aſſurance from the higheſt authority,” 


In anſwer to. theſe charges, and theſe claitns⸗ mis ral | 
in a few lines briefly ſtate the caſe of the Proteſtants and - 
Roman Catholics of Ireland; in doing which we ſhall not 

endeavour to add to our language wy other. ornament. ms Sus 
| the beautiful ſimplicity « of truth, e a 


we One hundred years are juſt clap! fince the . 
was tried, upon an appeal to Heaven = hether this country 
ſhould bycome a Popiſh kingdom, governed by an arbitrary 
and uiiconſtitutional Popiſh Tyrant, and dependant upon 

—France; or enjoꝝ the bleſſings of a free Proteſtantigovern- | 
ment a Proteſtant monarchy, limited by the conſtitution, 
and an intimate connection with the free empire of Britain. 
The Great Ruler of all: things decided in favour of our an - 
ceſtors;” he gave them victory, and Ireland N pe, 
teftant nation, enjoying a Britiſh Conflitution, ok td 


« But the conſſict had been neither ſbort wi trivial; ; 
and ſo many and ſo great were the efforts mide. by the: 
Roman Catholics in ſupport of their Popiſh king and 
French connections, that our anceſtors were obliged in their 
own defence, to deprive them of all political N OS 
they did by Mehr neceſfary reſtrictiue laws. 55 


5 Time draws the yeil of oblivion over the virtues as well 

as the faults of men.: in the lapſe of more than fourſcore 
years, the cauſes which induced the neceſſity of theſe laws 
were almoſt forgotten; ; while the generous Proteſtant faw 
with pain his Roman Catholic fellow-ſubje& labouring un, 
der reſtrictions which, from his peaceable demeanour then, 
appeared no longer neceſſary; and he could ſcarcely 2 0 5 


4 . 4 f : . ; | {4 


n 1 Seen 
nſter ſeflowthe reſtrictive laws: were rapidly repealed,” and- 
- the laſi ſeſſion of parliament left the Roman Catholics in no 
__ wiſe different from their ee ee eee 
„ eee eee ee 7 9 
1 But be it remembered, Hi bes ine eee 1 8 
teftant began to make conceſſions, the Roman Catholic be- 
to extend his claims; at firſt 4 very little would have 
tix6ed hitm—that little and much more was granted; mord 
fill was claimed; and when every thing confiſtent with 
Troteſtant faſety was coniceded, inſtead of grateful acknow- 
ledgments and declarations of fatisfaftion, our ears have 
bees dinned with exclamations of diſcontent, the ef 
4 Political clubs, and the declamations of ſtate reformers. - 


4:0 but we hope that the great body of the Roma 

 Eitholics are yet free from the influence” of that dangerous 

1 irit which has pervaded the clubs in this city ; we hope 

| will reject Mr. Byzxs's counſel, ahd be grateful for 

the indulgences they have received from Proteſtants. To 

Sf delude them from their tranquility, they are told by Byrne, 

| : that he has © the firſt authority for aſſerting this application 

ail have infinite weight with our gracious ſovereign, 
nd with parliament, if our friends are qualified to de- 
« clare that it is the univerſal wiſh of every Catholic in the 

_ & nation,” But we truſt it is unfounded; were it other- 

_ wiſe, we tell them that the Proteſtants of Ireland would not 
be compelled. by any authority whatever to abandon that 
2 ſituation which their forefathers won with their 
ſwords, and which is therefore their birth- right; or ta 
to ſurrender their religion at the footſtool of Popery. 


3 « Every Erik Proteſtant has an intereſt in the govern- 
Muu ember vis borns ember of the Hu, 


„ „„ 


— — 2 ag, 2 13 r 


+ 
F 


yin, authoriſed to alienate thi our moſt valuable in 
heritance, | 


1 1 ing | 


5 C19 N „ 
ann 3 
' you pur ſentiments in the undiſguiſed language of truth, 
we ſhall intreat you to join with us in uſing every 
r DOR FR 
contenF with” | | 

| he gra rc Toleration of their Religion, 

The fulleſ Security of their TREO Ing 
Tue moſt compleat Perſonal Liberty 
bn i e or hereafter, to 8 | 
EE 


7 4 


ference would þe' incompatible with the Proteſtant Aſpen- 


dancy, vaho we 9 Ow 91 on 1 ane 1 1 


| RES. Fg may ts att 
| ſtand by the words © Froteſtant e we a | 
further 'S 5 „ 
4 Rreclvzp, That we confider the Prote! | 
| e er 8 5 e 
T PROTESTANT KING or 1nxLanD,” 5 5 
r © 
4 PROTESTANT HIERARCHY, , j 3 
| PROTESTANT ELECTORS AND . eee =” 
run BENCHES OF JUSTICE, , BET 3 
ux ARMY AND THE, REVENUE, . 1 5 7 
| Through all gheir Pranchey and Details, 40 
© PROTESTANTS 2 8 
F 
5 ore REALM oF SEITAIN.” "I PUT Ws .. 


„ JE LES ;- ; 1 
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| "That the foregoing Larrzs be liſhed in the * 

Journal; and that copies thereof be tranſmitted to all the 
Corporations, Magiſtrates, and W of both Houſes aha 
A baba in this ere 


Ag, 8 5 Lene, _ 


. | | F : | 
„55 
* P 5 
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Ades which. Mr, Ryan obſerved, | that previous to the 


laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, the Catholic Committee had been 


inſtructed by their brethren throughout the nation, to peti- 


tion Parliament, in their name, for the Elective Suffrage, 
and an equal participation of the Trial by ſury.— That in 


compliance with theſe inſtructions the Committee had pre- 
pared an humble and reſpectful petition, which, after being 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons, was rejected with un- 


uſual indecorum; ſeveral members aſſerting that it did not 
contain the ſentiments of the Catholics at large, but merely 


thoſe of a few ſactious people in the metropolis. He ſtated, 
that to remove every objection on this ground hereafter, 
the Committee prepared the circular letter, to which Mr. 


| . s name was affixed; the object of which was to obtain 


ve unequivocal ſenſe of the Catholie body, through their 
legates, that the ſame may be laid at the feet of our 
Sovereign and of Parliament the next ſeſſion, for a redreſs 
of grievances. He obſerved, that the plan propoſed for ef. 
fecting this object had not for imitation the French 
Aſſembly— That if thoſe who charged us with ſuch imita- 
tion had been acquainted with the Engliſh claſſics, they 
would have ſeen it in Hume's © Eſay on a perfect Common. 
% wealth,” That by adopting this plan the Committee at- 


| tended even to the prejudices of their Proteſtant brethren, 


which might have been alarmed had the Catholics aſſembled 
in large bodies to elect their delegates throughout the king - 


dom. That this circular letter further evinced the wiſdom 


of the Committee, as by its, plan the Proteſtant mind was 


not to be called to an inquiry into the merits of the | 
Catholic queſtion, until the petition ſhould be preſented ta 
Parliament; and thereby they hoped to avoid thoſe heats. 


and inflammations which controverſy uſually excites. . That 
had this plan been ſuffered to take place, the nation woyld 


have remained in perfect tranquility, and not have been, 


as it now is, diſtracted at home and diſgraced abroad, like 
an unſettled and uncivilized country. That this ſilent, re- 
ſpectful, and guarded proceeding was dragged into public; 


and that publications the moſt inflammatory, ſeditious, 


unconſtitutional and falſe, were iſſued from Grand Jury 
Rooms, Corporations, and County Meetings; publications 
that dared tq deny the competence of, and threaten reſiſtance 

| 2 5 ts 


R * 
F 


K 


10 legtlatire wildom and juſtice,” if the relief ſought | 
; "tot by the Cathöfics mould be granted; proceedings which 
ex eviniced"thit they; not 270 1 e to overawe ow 
eee 


Rs But t, bye 77 e ee it PRA 
10 li "has the the means purſued t to accompliſh wicked and 
Maes 1 5 generally defeat the intention. It has fo hap- 
5 Pened 1 TY the e preſent inſtance. Our cauſe is ſound ;—it re- 
- quires. but a fair hearing, and a fair ſtatement, to gain ifs 
point. What e would not dare to do, our enemies have 
accompliſhed? they have laid our caſe before the tribunal os 
the nation. That love of truth ànd juſtice, which God has im- 
planted in every heart, pleads for us with the Proteſtant 
mind of this country; and every publication againſt us has 
proved' 2 "RT ys re numbers t e our 
er ber de eee, eee , 


It is ſtated, he obſerved, that reſtoring u us to the . 57 
fu frage would, « as experience » has proved, Nee the ruin of the 
« Proteſtant Eftabliliment.” Hiſtory | ſhews, the fact to have 
been otherwiſe; for it tells üs, that the Trim Catholics en- 
joyed that FAT with ſafety to the Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment, 5 
until the beginning of the laſt reign ; and if When their 
numbers, property, prejudic ces, and foreign views and allies 

were great, they exerciſed this right, without injury to the 


Proteſtant Eſtablimiment, (for liberty, like the element we 


live in, ſulfers no diminution by.the univerſality of its uſe) 
what poſhble danger to it could now. occur, when their pre- 
judices are gone; their foreign hopes and allies at an end, 
their Teal property, which chiefly gives parliamentary in- 
fluence, as nothing; and their proportion of numbers to the 
Proteſtants greatly diminiſhed? But to prove that it is not 
from numbers, but from real property that parliamentary in- 


fluence ariſes, attend to county elections, in which you will 


uniformly find, that it is a few individuals of great landed 
property who make he returns. It follows from hence, 
that as the Catholics are not, to the Proteſtants, as one to a 


hundred, in point of real property, their influence in elec- - 


, F+ions muſt, for a long period, be very inconſiderable. 
Beſides, muſt they not return Proteſtants? And could the 
4rivial % N they . thus have over the repreſen- 


. __—_ ratives 


_ proper return for untainted loyalty ; yet the 
| * 


(5 


muises for counties, (for fuch alone „ 
views) operate againſt near five times the number of the 
Gras be. cities and boroughs, againſt the whole 


Houſe of Peers, à Proteſtant Privy Council, and a Proteſ- 
tant King, and his extenſive influence, connected with the 
Proteſtant nation of Britain? If ſecurity be required, its 
accompliſhment ariſes from a government of love, not from 
a goverament of hatred or fear; and, however men may 


cloak their ſentiments, it is not in nature to be attached to 


a ſtate where they feel themſelves wantonly aggrieved. 


It is objeRted, that they . Jnow of wo power under Heaven 
„ thi: that. en valuable” inheritance.” 
No man could be ſo unreaſonable as to expoct this, ar even 
that they would abridge it. Would it abridge, or take 
away their inheritance, that we ſat together on Grand 


Juries—or voted together for Members of Parliament? 
No The only effect it would have on it would be- that 


of breaking a monopoly, or wounding the pride of 2 


_ narrow-minded man, whoſe feelings may. be hurt at ſeeing 


his depreſſed fellow-citizen ariſe 'to his own level. And 
will any perſon acquainted with the principles of govern- 
ment vindicate the oppoſition we experience on this ground? 
When we get power, it is ſaid, that we will confederate 
for the overthrow of Proteſtants, Has this happened 


; in Germany ar Switzerland, where Proteſlants and Catholics 
have equal ,rights?—Will not the long trial in theſe 


places, or the ſhorter. trial in America and France, vin- 
dicate us from ſuch an apprehenſion ? Tt is inequality 
of privileges which throws men into parties, and creates 


| enmity and diſcontent, from which alone Proteftant danger | 
in Ireland is to be apprehended. Remove then this inequa- 


lity, and the danger ceaſes; becauſe you give the Catholics 28 
an equal inteteſt with the Proteſtants in protecting their | 


common richts Thus, by their having a natural, and an 
inte raſted ally, Proteſtant ſtrength and ſecurity are en- 
_ creaſed an. important advantage obtained, without reli in- 5 


guilbing Or. leſſening any privilege. they, now Poſſeſs. 5 
Hiſtery rerords no inſtance of a people etiſing into in- | 


3 en ed or. diſturbing public tranquility, where they re- 


N 


Cutbottis'of Ireland; Site Wee ene ien We , 
erery ten ihcomparible with the moſt perfect ſecurity. to 
our Preteſtant Eſtabliſmment, by the cath of allegiance they 


have taken, and the declaration they have fubſcribed; and 


whoſe condu& has aniformiy proved the purity of their prin- | : 


Ciples, labout under à catalogue of difabilities, unjuſt in their 


operation, and diſgraceful to our juriſprudenee. I will not 


quote an author whoſe principles may be di allowed as im- 


practible ot abſtract, but I will cite thoſe whoſe orthodoxy 


is univertally admitted, and they are Locke,  Monteſquien, 


Blackftone, and Paylic We are told by theſe writers, that . 
to inflict a civil punifiment without a civil crime, on an, 


ſeck of people, 1 is religious perſecution. In this predic: 
ſtands the Irith Catholic; and our nation, of conſequence, 
exhibits to Europe, at the'cloſe of the eighteenth 2 


a countr 7 periecuting, c on the ſcore of 9 the majority 
of its Js ir bitants. 


* 


We 4% charged with 3 jo not feelingy.. a ve 


mould, the goodneſs of the Legiſlature for the favours it has 
conferred on us. We are not deſtitute of the virtue 


of gratitude z. the favours lately conferred were very _ 


ungraeiouſiy given, and are inadequate to our wants; 
they could duly operate on the few); the ue can 
never partake of their advantages: but the elective 
ſaffrage would raiſe our miſerable! pet/antry from tlſeir 
preſent ꝛcreteledugſi, into comfort and ſtation; it would. 
ſecure to them protection, and the bleſſingoi a tenant's ripis 
the want of which they daily feel, and which is the pro- 


imate cauſe of all their niſeryz it would give fera#ity t6 the 


upper ranks, for their civil rights, Which are precarious. 


without it; and it would give them that rank and c 
which ale ever be aftactied to property. 


"Sons airs: diſcontented; tho: fault e e PR rs | 


human nature. The ſavige;unacquainted with the omi 
and ĩunuries of civil ſoviety, repines not at his hard conditian- 


But the Ei Catholics, who have yitneſſed at home ine N 


lution of 13823 who have ſeun the Re volutidũs of America" - 


and France; who have heard their eauſe diſcuſedundaplaud- 


xd; who aſſoclating/ as I truſt they always wilt likebrethrei / 


wah our Proteſtant count men, and at whoſe tables d 


* 


Ce) 


mes events memorable in the annals of 650 
commemorated in bumpers; they I ſay, with ſuch informa- 
toon and ſuch ſtimuli, muſt be torpid indeed, if they continued 
inſenſible to the bleſſings of liberty, and were not miſerable 
without them. Sir, ſuch is our caſe; but relying on is: 
juſtice, on the patriotiſm' of our Proteſtant brethren, and | 
the goodneſs of Providence, we are determined to perſevere; 
convinced that we will obtain, through the medium of the 
Evaſtitution, the ineſtimable objects of our purſuit- 


© The words Proteftant Aſcendancy,” like the Cabala, are 
uſed as a magic term to keep back the reaſon, to ſuppreſs 
the juſtice, and to alarm the fears oi our Proteſtant coun- 
trymen. That term was firſt defined by an honourable. 
member of the Houſe of Commons, a man of learning, 
and of a family of genius.“ The corporation has copied 
his definition. I would have expected from him a more ac- 
- curate one: as explained by that honourable gentleman, * 
comprehends every place of truſt and emokument in Ireland 
to be excluſtvely Proteſtant. This is not Proteſtant; Aſcen- 
dancy merely; this is Proteſtant-monoroLY combined with- 
it. Proteſtant Aſcendancy, to which the Catholic would 
ſatisfactorily acquieſce, in my opinion, conſiſts in having 
the King of ee Privy Council, the Houſe of Peers, 
the Houſe of Commons, and the Churct of Ireland, exclu- 
ively Proteſtant. This is complete aſcendancy, combined 
with-fult ſecurity. It is for the monopoly, then, not for ſe- 
ſecurity or a/cendaxcy, that our enemies have rung the 
alarm belt. But while ſo great a part of the body politic is 
kept in this palſied "jay we nnn e eee | 
refpoſtabiieg abroad. 


The genius of diſcord "A FO ey over this country face: | 
the earlieſt period of our hiſtory to the preſent time. 


Taking advantage of our of our diſtractions, we have uni- 


formly been plunde red and oppreſſed with imipunity. Hence 


it is, that we have not yet riſen to the rank of a nation, 
but are ſtill conſidered à province to Great -· Britain by al! 
Europe. The Corporation of this city reſolves to become 
5 the inſtrument of Almighty vengeance, in his afflictions f 
pf 997167 rage» „ 
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= 46 any qartiipgtion of political liberty. "Pref 
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men! vhoſe imbecility alone can equal their 2 ; 
| They may as well ttegapt $0 ret the rogreſs of time as 'the' 
| progreſs of reaſon, which now trayels with great and rapid 

ſtrides through Europe, and which will work our ematicisi 
pation. They have: iſſued their anathema, and cut us off 
from the pale of political communion} Are we not to be 
redeemed after more than a Jewiſh ſervitude? Yes, we will» 


be redeemed—and the hour is not remote. We require but 

wo eren, to ere _ e pe ee 

free. nn. | 
28013760 St 1 5 fa | M*DONNEL:* 4% v.41 p | 
Sir, ay erna I Preterpces of the Catholics RN . 


ticipation in the Conſtitution of their eountry by the core 
poration of this city the ſevere, cenſures and — 
many of the Grand Juries and county meetings; and 
the imputations with which we are ſo liberally charged, 
muſt fill the mind of every Catholic with extreme concerii: 
We have not deſerved this from our country. We are 
good and uieful · ſubjects in our different claſſes, as huſband- 
„manufacturers, and traders; and in Srory ſituatiön 
which the laws do not exelude' us fram. We love our coun- 
try as well 25 bur Pruteſtant brethren; We are better 
fubjects, T might be allowed to ſay, than they, becauſe we are 
as good with leſs reaſon to be fo ; we would hardly become 
better by the magical affiſtance of a recyntation. 18 


Lou cannot diſcern the Catholics i in your armjes at home; 
but this was not the caſe in the ranks of your Volunteers, 
who obtained the independence of your Legiſlatu re. Abroad, 
the bravery 2 and | abilities « of Iriſhnien 1 1s next to proverbial, 
and proved by the military Gtuations they fill. In your, 
navy, or rather the navy of Great-Britain, will it be ſaid 
that the Catholics are 7 uſeful? In private lite no diſ- | 
tinctions on account 0 religion are obſeß 5d, and the | 
cloſeſt” ties of friendſhip are formed between Proteſtant and 
Catholic. : Why then only 1 in politics do we differ ? Even 
in this the difference would ceaſe, if Cithollcs and Protel. 
tants were left to themſelves; but the monopoliſts of in- 
fluence and emolument. take care, through all the gradations 
of communication, from 12 higheſt « to the Jowell order of 

„5 e 5 


„ 
Proteſtants, induftriouſly to, foment Aten Py” divi- 
font: and religion has preſented itſelf as the fitteſt ' tool 

with which to accomplith- theit purpoſe;-—thus are the 
undifcerning; the bigoted, or prejudiced Proteſtants duped 
by their intereſted brethren, whilſt the Catholic is kept in 
ſlavery, and his enertions cramped, to the conſiderable 
Legiſlature, praying for à redreſs of our grievances, we 
are called ſeditious, factious, and inflammatory. We 
clearly diſcern whence the cauſes of diſcontent proceed; 
but we deny the imputations againſt us. The obſtinate 
retainers of theſe cauſes, and their advacates, are chargeable 
for their effects, not we, the ſufferers. If we cannot be 
put down by reaſan, it muſt be done, qr attempted, by 
heaping on us invectiye and calumny, Langyags ſeems 
ſearce ſtrong enough to convey the qutery raiſed againſt us. 
Whether or not, we. this, myſt appear to every, 
| diſcerning and yabiaſed perſon who has been an obſerver of 
the canteſt, and bas read the authorized publications on 
both ſides, The Catholics will fl! purſue their lawful 
' courſe with temper and with firmne; the aid and good 
= wiſhes of the liberal, informed, and virtuous Proteſtants 
accompany. our efforts; and we doubt not every day to 
obtain an acceſſion, to. the number of our able. advocates = 

among them. Look tg our illuſtrious friends in both 5 
| Houſes of Parliament; to the Proteſtants of Cork and 
1 Wexford; to our patriotic Societies; to the town of 
ig Belfaſt, and Volunteers of Ulſter to the Grand Juries 
4 that would not interfere againſt us, and to the Grand ui rors 
f V uo declared in our favour ;—converſe with the indepen- 

: Cy dent and unprejudiced Proteſtant the triumph of reaſon 
over injuſtice appears evident. See how fmall in the oppo- 
ſite ſcale are the elected Grand Jurors and their Foremen 

| brought out againſt us—the thinly attended county meetings 


E | of N eeholde rs the corporations of rotten and 
q | | e borou ghs and the learned and liberal. cot po- 
= ration of che city of Dublin. ; by can ſay to the latter, that 
= - they need not be afraid of their ane fuary being invaded, as 

| the 425 of Catholic ambition—As | a trader of this city, 
1 | 1 AY ſhall 

” = 


( 6 9 


I.chall ſay, that it muſt; firſb become an objeRof 3 2 
tion of r:/p&/lab/er Proteſtant and "Preſbyterian, trader 
of whom, though I ge ſome in their liſts; they are cum · 
paratively fey indeed. It muſt firſt bagame a puctery.' 
from which reſpectable magiſtrates can be alwars ſelefied;- 
men who wquld: not deign to employ the means naw-tpo. 
often ſycceſsful, to obtain diſtinction and city honaurs. Til 
this een, the caſe, the corporation need not fear, I lay, 
10 be beſieged or aſtziled by the Catholics. We bave.oppor- 
tunities enough already to waſte, gur time, and laviſh our 
money. We baue examples enoygh of exceſs, of interpe; 
rance, and improvidence. We have roads enough open. to 
us to bankryptcy and ruin. Our cauſe is the cauſe of our 
country. Our object is the relief of our oppreſſed and 
miſerable peaſantry, and to raiſe our body Som its enen; 
degraded ſtate in our native country. Y 


Iq mnall conclude; Sir, with moving you, That Ces 
| conſiſting of eight perſons, be now appointed to prepare an 
Anſwer to the Letter from the Corporation of the City of 
Dublin to the Proteſtants of IR e to 1 
ſame to this meeting.” vo 7 e DEP. 
on Pops Ryan x ſeconded then motion, 85 . Hide = 
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oe PRE TW, although 1 lament the occaſion hich 
brings. us together; yet it is ſome conſolation to me to re 
| fie, that we have not created that occaſiop by the 5 intem- 
peranee of our public declarations, or by any acts of vio- 
lence or diſorder. It gives me ſome ſatisfaction to think, _ 
that if we are obliged to defend our conduct againſt the - 
mifrepreſentations of malevolence, we can do it in a man- 
ner moſt honourable to ourſelves and ſatisfactory to the _ 
public; without chicane or evaſion, without following the | 
example, and falling into the errors of Grand Juries and 
_ . Corporations ; without calumniating others, and above all 
- things, without, diſgracing ourſelves. I muſt own. that I 
. think it a fortunate circumſtance to be accuſed, when. accu 
ſation leads to an honourable acquittal, and ſerves to bring | 
a man out of the ordeal better n he went into . 
hope 3 
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bre the Catholics come out of that ordeal betier than they 
went into it. I know their cauſe comes out better than it 
went into it for it is the mark and peculiar quality of 4 ö 
juſt and hondurable'cauſe, to flouriſn and to proſper even 
under the contumely and ſtripes of thoſe who are not juſt. 
and honourable; and like the giant eee to! . eee 
hc — —— upon the ground. 0 


bete guage Which has been 128 on y yo! 
ply, atrocious and extravaga rt deſigns with 
20 h you have" been charged, inſtead of lexving any ſtain bi 
on your characters, only ſerve to thew* the” falſe per- . 
ceptions, the efrone6us jidgm ent, aui aboye alt, the real 
weakneſs of yout enemies ; 5 be affu red, Gentlemen, that 
if you had been g rinnt, vou would not have been out- 
razed; you might be ben puniſhed; but You would have 
deen puniſned, not with that inſolence which bigotry 
aſſumes when it yſurps the place of reaſon, but with that 
ſober dignity that meaſured ſolemnizy, which juſtice in its 
diſpenſations neyer fajls yn blend with — 5 of an 


ſeverity. Won 
Theſe reflections ſprung up 0 in y 0 
on ſeeing a ſet of Refolutions iſſaed againſt the proceediggs 
of the General Committee and the Catholic body at large. 
ir, I ſhall not detain you with any tedious comment on 
theſe reſolutions. It would be happy for our countrymen 
if they had neyer ſeen the day; they are a blot. on. the na- 
tionaſ character. What muſt a foreigner think of Iciſhmen ; 
on ſeeing ſuch 2 farrago of acrimony. and imbecjlity ? He 
muſt conclude that Iriſhmen. are fanatics or ſavages; he 
muſt conclude that one part. of the natives are little leſs 
obdurate than flave-drjvers ; and, if he be a mag of ſenſ- 
bility, he muſt pity anpther part of the natives, who are in 
a ſtate little better” than that of negroes win a word, he | 


muſt conclude that Ireland is as yet, in the night of the 5 8 


12th century, or perhaps but lun repayerpd 1 the | 
yer and the gurang-outang. Pr 

I need not call to your recollefion Sir, the Leal or 
rather the pretext for raiſing this outcry, like the warh 
'of tlie Indian, from one extremity of the kingdom to the 
other. You already know that it is the Circular Letter 


. | . and 
| 


„ Y 1 
and Plan of the . of the Catholics. Thee 
are two points to be conſidered in this plan: firſt, the oh- | 
ject which it propoſes to accompliſu ; and ſecondly, the 
mode of accompliſhing that object. The object is to collect 
the Catholic ſentiment extenſively and unequivocally, and 


the mode of doing this (which I need not repeats as wiil | 


find it detailed in the plan) is, of all others, the beſt;”; It 
collects the general ſenſe, without aſſembling multitudes 
together; it eee on the one hand, the ineonvenience of 
partial inquiry; and on the other, the inconvenience of 
popular tumult. Ie interrogates the whole Catholic body, 
and receives an anſwer, as it were in a whiſper; | The ob- 
ject of the plan is alſo juſtified by the peculiar circumſtances 
in which we ſtood, as muſt. appear from a review of ſome 
occurrences in our hiſtory. About a year ago, 4 number 
of reſpectable gentlemen, aſſociated together for the purpoſe 
| of, promoting their own emancipation and yours, and pub- ; 

liſhed, a declaration, containing a ſtatement af the griey- - 
ances under which they FAIR and the means which 

they en to ien ee e 4 e riey- 


e = 


| The ee of eee, in a enter r was wits; | 
poſed to be over - run with ignorance and apathy, was conſi- 
dered as an alarming omen; and therefore it wis reſolved 
to cruſh it in its cradle, or to check it in its progreſs, 
What was publiſhed by one ſet of Catholies, another ſet'of 
Catholics: were called on to diſavow; and it was hoped, 
chat ſuch difavowal would be made not only without diffi- 
culty, but with alacrity. It is unneceſſary to remind you, 
that no diſavowal was made. Indeed it was ſomewhat un- 
reaſonable to call; upon one ſet of men to diſavom what | 
another ſet of men had publiſhed; and i it was ſomewhat i in- 
ſulting to the feelings of thoſe men to inſiſt on their de- 
claring, that what was true was falſe, that what was heavy 
was light, that. the very nature of things was inverted, and 
that, our. calamity. 1 was our happineſs, But why call it un-. 
reaſonable or inſulting ? It was, much. more. It was deſ. 
potiſm, and deſpotiſm of the worſt kind; it was an aſſump- 
tion of power over the feelings and prerogatives of the 
mind; ; it was ſaying tp. the wretched Catholic, y« a muit 
af avail yourſelf of the decrees of God i in favour of the 
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geit of your ſpecies. Your ſenſations muſt has with 
their natural and external figns; you muſt bear your woes 
in filence 3 they muſt not be indulged in lamentation j if 
you feel pain, you mult ſay, that it is pleaſure. Good God, 
Sir, in what ſort of a country do we live, where to qualify 
men for the'sppellation of dutiful and ptaceable ſubjects, it 
is required that they ſhould be hypocrites or mutes! But 
moſt happily for you, this eaſtern kind of ſervility was 
not agreed to; if it had been agreed to, you would have 
remained on your backs, as you had been for a century; 
and what is more, you would not have deſerved the aid 
of any nee. . you" e Av 
{Ws 103 46104504 Alis 

The Catholics and un 4 were bberber 10 0 0 
down; and ſor this purpoſe it ws thought proper to 
weaken you by dividing you. This divifion 1 fall nor 
dwell on, nor ſhould T have mentioned it at all, were it nor 

to, expreſs an hop that it may never again take plate, und - 
'< ſhew'the advantages which it put into the hands of your” 
enemies; No ſdoner were you ſplit into parties, thin your 
were laughed at and deſpiſed; and your Committee was 
called a ſelf-created, ſelf-delegated,* and ſeli· authorized ſet 
of men, acting and ſpeaking in their on name, and not in 
the name of the body at large. To defeat, therefore, this 
triumph of your enemies, and to make divifion impoſſible 
in future, or if not impoſlible, at leaſt nugatory, was the 
cauſe and origin of the plan; ſo that however ſtrange the 
aſſertion may appear, it may be ſaid to be, in a great mea- 
ſure, the * the landen aud the eee 1 75 


enemies. i 


There is one ate of thi wha which Fg t .. . 
plain, not becauſe it is in itſelf obſcure, Sit becauſe it Ra- 
deen induſtribuſy miſrepreſented. I mean the terms, 
« where” the truſt is revocable at pleaſure,” which Har 
been made to impły # power in tlie Conimitter to expel E. 
fractory members. When we ſay that a truſt is esd 
we furely' mean that it is revocable by thoſe' who gave ir, 
and as the Committee is only the dep6ſitory of powets, it 
cannot, without a groſs error, be faid to have given "ally. 
Theſe words therefore, kerle and , apply - 


A 44 1 
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” C x) 
| 0 the people who c 22 a. 


bt after e d Mt fad it den . e 
every one, that the real ground of objection to the plan is, 
not what it propoſes to he dane, but what it propoſes to 
aſlk the Ele&ive Franchiſe; and if you call for proofs, on 


| e eee cls ae. - 5 8 Na 71 8 £2.79 Ch 8 : 
e my in Leong the page of hiſtory to — | 
whit | ml certainly we dick not know before, che exploits x: 
of their ariceſtors;' ſecondly, "in making 'an"appeat"ts | 


« the beautiful foplicity of truth;! and laſtiy, after the henefit 
no doubt of à particufar revelation, they are transformed 
illato s dickate to the $irherts legitimate poses 
how far they Ree go, and here they muſt Rop z chop a 
little logic, and give 10 1 ace N | 
Aſeendanty, IF "20 WY Yi 74 „ pet Ay 11 08 Ms... - 
A. to their hi 75 1571 W a that 1 catthpt 
xd them; hae "muſt 2 think that the works 5 
Hume and Robertſon will outlive the works of the 
corporation ; but it hiſtory js Is to be ri elorted | ſurel ely : ly it 
augbt to. de Wy | 20, not with a view t6 deform t. 
2 N ly; pot ie deceive others, but jo 
a 3 deffroys the land- 
= Lage 0 us far. the v lation of our r condu@, 
e leſs 1 | than the man w o deſtroys his neighbour's 
in order to. Filez. "him - without * oppoſition. 
| Te — antiful "femplicity 27 ruth did not prefide over-the - 
mige . of the M and for the bay 
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will Snd them in what may. be called eee 7 


Heaven to coptinie tb them, I ſuppoſe, the inſpiring : = 


33 


5  contiane to the glutton bis A ue nignopolit ids 

. b 4 plunder, and to the pimps and panders of a court the profits 

FR of their calling; is à prophanation without example—a 
| blaſphemy which ſtands alone in the annals of impiety! _ 


1 fear, Sir, we have few evidences in this „ - 
communications with Heaven; at leaſt our ways have been 
the ways of darkneſs: for fix hundred years we have been 
a wretched, debilitated people; deſpiſed by other nations, 
decauſe we deſpiſed one another; a reſting ſpot for birds of 
 -  , paſſage, and a banquet for birds of prey. And theſe evils 
are ſtill continued, not from the natural inferiority of our 
inland in point of ſituation or ſoil,; not from want of ca- 
- pacity and energy on the part of the natives, but becauſe 
one part of our people lift their hands to their faces to bleſs 
+ God for the little he has given them; and becauſe another 
part chuſe to bleſs him in another way, or becauſe a third 
do not chuſe to bleſs him at all. Good God! is not a war 
of fix hundred years, long enough to ſatisſy the ſanguinary 
appetites of our countrymen ? Afe we never to have a 
truce Is the ſtain of penal laws never to be purged from 
the ſtatute-book? And is the taint of diſqualification to 
| hang over the wretched Catholic for ever, becauſe he has 
not yet learned to bleſs God according to act of Parlia- 
ment To theſe queſtions I aſk no anſwer. I know Vihall 
receive none. The miſchief is palpable ; the remedy is 
obvious; but the hand that can apply it, will not apply it. 
I am ſure the Corporation will not give up their logic, 
andi their definition, for the Good of their country. It 
| muſt be, confeſſed they have ſecured to themſelves a tolerable 
extent of territory. I am ſure tkeir anceſtors never ima- 
gined their domains would have been ſo vaſt. I know they 
Au! not ſtipulate for ſo much at Limerick. The Articles 
7 of Limerick ſecured to the Catholics" the full enjoyment 
pk all the rights, privileges, and immunities which were : 
guaranteed to them in the reign of King Charles the Second; 
and theſe articles were approved and ratified by William and 
8 Mary, under the Great Seal of England; but a treaty which 
was made in time of war, and which was to put an end to 
tte calamities of Jars was broken in time of peace; as 
6 ſoon as the ſword wits hung up, civil penalties ſucceeded, 
eee W — 
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The Catholic ä and wee cons 
quently left defenceleſs ; he was next ſtripped of power 


over his property, and was, conſequently made poor ; and, 


to complete the climax. of misfortyne, he was laſtly ftrip- 
ped of the eleftive franchiſe, and was conſequently left 
without protectors. Thus naked, ſhivering, and friendlefs, . 


| was he caſt out of ſociety, or made zu alien in the land or 


his fathers :—and the mandate which caſt him out of ſociety. 
is called by a wicked prophanatjon, ax appeal to- Heaven 4 
Let it rather be called by ita proper name, It was an appeal 
# Hell Tov the honour of Proteſtants of former times, let 

remembered, however, that ſeveral refuſed to ſhare- 
— guilt of ſuch enormities. Many reſigned their ſeats: 


rather than paſs for accomplices, and the rage for reſigna —· 


tion became ſo great, that, an orger was made to admit of 
no. reſignations i in- future, and to iſſue no writs for new elec-. 


tions. Even among thoſe who remained, there were many. 


 whoon u. rellection, would ſhrink from a violation of, 
the. Jaw. of nat 


2 plot, a Pope, and a Pretender, to terrify the timid ang 
the weak, hurried, many well-intentioned. men into a con- 


cyrrence of meaſures | from which, in mgre ſober enn, : 


they. would have turned away with horror. 
I wall dwell. no lopger, however, on this fubjodt, © 


ſhould rather look forward with hope, than backward bs | 


diſmay, - I. mould with to open a new book with my coun- 


trymen of all religious perſuaſions, in which no memento 

ſhould be kept of ancient crimes. Jam far from being the 

apologiſt of my on party. I will not compliment the 
Catholics with all the virtues, nor brand the Proteſtantz 


with all the crimes. Indeed our whole hiſtory is unfortu- 


pately a tiſſue of rapine, of devaſtation, and'carnage, in 
which hoth parties, had their ſhare ; but inſſead of waſting 


time at preſent to determine the quantity of guilt which be: 


longed to each, it is fit that the curtain ſhould drop, and hide 
from us for ever the monuments of ancient hoſtility and re- 
grimination. It is time for us all to conſider, not what our 


e were, but what we and our children are to be. 


ture, of nations, and of public faith. .' But a 
W. artful and unprincipled men, covering their ambition 
with the maſk of patriotiſm, and conjuring up the viſion of - 
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| reſtotd while" finagyy: aud which does not ſpeak their voie; 
they have an Houſe of Peers, in which the Peerage is 4 


-  eighty-two Members of Parliameiit retuf 


0 * 'D. 
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more ſober and diſcerning part of our Rroteſtant brethren 
what they have Een I will e What they have to 


y 


s which does not 


marketable commodity ; an army which encumbers them in 
time of peace, and is ſent out of the country in time of 
war; an epiſcopacy ſupplied from Exglabd!=But ſhall 1 
cull this a ce? 'The idea of grievanice is loſt in ſdme 
- --of- tht” benefits - which an alien e y has 
Is there a mas that licars me who does not fee! proud in the 
acquifition of the learned, the philanthropic Biſhop of 


Killa; a man whoſeniſſidi is that 6f chürity, and of peace 


and who, like the good Biſhop of Marſeilles, folfils his 
pagetrienits to Heaven, by doibg his duty to his fellow- 


; oteatutes. But the catalogue of Proteſtant p dn is not 


exhauſted. They have a Police eſtabliſhment, which takes 

away part of their property in taxes, and leaves the robber 

to take away the reſt. A ſet of boroughs which habe nb 
free agency, and which' fleep obedience by the fide bf the 

 au&ivhijer's hammer. Ninety-ſix boroughs; I believe; and but 
ned by the People! 

What then have the Proteſtants ts give? They have nothing | 


dut weakneſs, and they refuſe to receive ſtrength; Look 
d all their exertions for the public advantage. Lock to the 


kite of the place bill, the penſion bill; the reſponſibility 
bill. . Look to al} their 6xertions for - repeal of the police 


act. Ari uttet contempt, à total overthrow! And what 
. "was the renſon of this defeat? The reaſon is obvious. 


_ + The people are not ſtrong; or rather, we have no people 


at all. It has been the faſhion, I know to fpeak of the 
—— Ireland. It is all ſpeculition 
or e Triſh liberty, ſuch as it isj- exiſts only on parch- 

It may de in reverſion for poſterity ; but the preſent 
ae The title deeds uf ch 
eſtate are in Parliament, but the heirs are difinherited; or 
: . gat C, e 
ſuit. | 1 Us 
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ien indecll, 'that Catholics, if admitted to fran- i 
chile, would annihilate Proteſtant privilege. The argument 
is totally groundleſs. It takes for granted, that Catholics 
and Proteſtants would continue their enmities and rivalihips | „ 
after the cauſe of controverſy was removed; that the mam. 
cipated. Catholic would think and act like the enſuved Caths- 
lic, and that the liberal Proteſtant would think and act like 
the illiberal monopoliſt ir, Catholics and Proteſtants, if 
equal in point of civil and political rights; would not quarrel 
about feligious creeds. Religion, if left tp her altars andher 205 
churches, wouſd not diſturb the peace and go q 
of fociety—Whatever miſchiefs have ': at ang time been 5 
committed in her name, were moſt certainly — Hp A 
authority. She was dran into an unnatural union with 
politics, and theguile of her companion was fet don de her 
account. F am ſure that religion, fijch az it is to be found 
in the Goſpel, (1 do not ſpeak of it as it is to be found in a 
Ayſtem of politics) makes no part of the preſent conteiſt 
between Catholics and Proteſtants; and therefore when 1 
uſe the terms Catholics and Proteſtants, I only mean to 
point out two deſcriptions. of men who are tontra-diftins * 
guiſhed by the places they hold on the ſcale of politics: 
Political evil is the grievance of Which Gatholics complain = 
to-day; They neither diſturb the public quiet with eulogie n: 
on their own creeds, nor with invectiveg againſt the creeds- 
of others; and if the Catholic in a ſtate of ſlavery, ſpeaks - 
ktttle af his creed, be aſſured that he will be totally ſilent 
on the ſubjet, whenever he ſhall be raiſed ts the condition 
of a freeman. I do hot mean that he will ceaſe topraftiſs- 
his religious duties, but that he will ceaſe to look on religion 
as a mark of diſtinction between Him and his neighbour; 
for let it be remembered; that perſecutign ſor erteds hegets 
partiality for thoſe creeds; and that liberty of conſcience, 
while it encourages reaſon to examine, rubs away the ape. 
„ prejudice, and dillolves the ties, the ſympathies, | 
and the corporation ſpirit, which are the centre and-cement 
ri of thoſe whom common gtlevances have thrown together. 
It is not poſlible for men religiouſly divided; to be poli- 
tically united? The objects of human thought are various, 
and the opinions of men concerning thoſe odects are nearly - 
- ks various. Would we not- Pity, WERE or would we 
not 
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not laugh at men who refuſed to act politically cogether for 
| their common advantage, becauſe they differed in opinion 
concerning metaphyſics, mathematics, or natural philo, 
ſophy; And is it not equally abſurd for men to refuſe to act 


politically together for their common good, becauſe they _ 
happen todiffer as to religious creeds?—T ſay it is ſtill more 
abſurd ; for religion is a ſyſtem of duties for. which man is 
accountable to his Creator, and not a ſyſtem of duties, 
ö for which one man is accountable to another. The opinions 
af men, of whatever kind they may be, ſhould not be 
coerced. They are not always ſubject even to the controul | 
of our own wills. It may be ſaid that opinion influences 
action, and therefore becomes a proper object of reſtraint, 
I grant the firſt part of the propoſition, but I deny the laſt; 5 
for ſuppoling the opinion to be noxious, yet the contingency. 
of its operatiqn may be remote; and as well might I give a 
man over to the executioner, in order to prevent a crime, 
which, in the range of poſlibility, he might, ſome time or 
other commit, as to heap penalties on opinions, becauſe 
they may, ſome time or other, paſs from ſpeculation to 
practice, from the Faſt of Nn hearts to the theatre of 
active Hie. a 
But on the ſubject Heating e erde 
g it frequently occurs, deſerves to be noticed; and that is, 
that men are always ſuppoſed to be what their anceſtors 
were, and hardly allowed to have any original or native 
character of their own. Our faculties are too weak ta 
catch the manners as they fly, and therefore we do not per- 
ceive them until they are almoſt paſt. From this indiſ. 
tinctneſs of perception, our judgments are couſtantly out of 
time and out of place. Men living at the cloſe of the 18th 
century judge of one another as if they had lived at the 
beginning of the 19th, and thus what was once true is ſup. 
poſed never to be falſs. But time as it rolls along, produces 
changes not only in our faces, but in our habits, and rien 
to the mind new currents of taſtes and opinions, | 


1 ſhall not detain you with the hiſtory of thoſe taſtes and 


opinions as they prevailed in different W_ It is ſufficient 
to ſay that Catholics themſelves have felt the influence of 


Ln es fuffered 5 e nen They ſeem to liave 
a | borrowed 
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borrovred the watch-word of Proteſtants of fo mer times 3 


for they are the Whigs of the preſent day; and this,” among 
other things, ſerves to ſhew the mutability of human pre- 
judices, and the folly of ſuppoſing them to be fixed to an an- 
chor that never ſhifts its place. Every thing that comes 
from art is periſnable Nothing is 'ever-green but what 
comes from the hand of nature. All theartificial habits; all 
the acquired prejudices of ſociety are liable to decay, but 
the inſtincts and paſſions of men ſurvive the'ſhock of 'revq- 
lutions, and are the ſame in every age. Self. intereſt is the 
principle to which man is true, and to which even his | 
humours direct him in every viciflitiide” of time, in every 
variation of place. This printipte i is the ſame in the breaſt 
of the Catholic and the Proteſtant ; and what is more, the 
object of this principle in a national point of view, is the ſame 
for both. I ſay it is the intereſt of the Catholics and Proteſ- 
ants to unite, if,they have common grievancesto redreſs, and 
common enemies to fear; and it is their duty to unite, if the 
Catholic would be a aer and the Proteſtant no loſer, but 
a gainer alſo; and I ſay he would be a/gainer ; for liberty = 
more it is diffuſed the more it is "increaſed; it mij 
perhaps, hide its head for à day, or for 4 week; but, 1 
the ſeed committed to the lap of earth, it would germinate 
anew, in all the bloom and vigour of a plenteous and even 
redundant harveſt. When I ſpeak of Proteſtants, I ſpeak of 
the great bulk of Proteſtants, whom I honour, and wh 
ate intereſted in the national proſperity .I do not ſpeak of 
thoſe vultures who cling to their country in order to feed 
on its bowels, - Sir, the emancipation of the Catholies 
would be a new bond for the liberties of Proteſtants of the 
firſt deſcription: I allow it would be the death-warrant of 
thoſe of the laſt. If the nation, inſtead of being ſplit into 
parties, became itſelf a party, one great family; then, 
indeed, the infamous practice of buying the repreſentation 
to tax the people, and of taxing the people in order to buy 
the repreſentation, would ceaſe; then, indeed, the conſti · 
tution of Ireland would be what it ought to be; a cone 
which contracts as it aſcends; and not an inverted cone, 
which contracts as it deſcends; and which, reſting on 2 
point, is 5 with its own: 1 e and Oe 
Tun it. 
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Bust whatever may be the diſpoſition of the Proteſſant 
"mind, 1 hope, Gentlemen, that you will go on. Even 
Anidſt the tombs of your privileges and your rights, there | 
dwells a privciple of reſuſcitation ; and that principle is the 
Fight of petition on the one hand, and the cenſorial power 
on the other Vou poſſeſs both; the one in common with 
| other ſubjects, the other almoſt excluſively in virtue of - 
| your numbers. I; alk no more. I aſk but the exerciſe of 
| - thoſe intellectual rights, and you muſt be free. I aſk but 
| the exerciſe of thoſe rights which have been left you, and 
i you muſt regain thoſe which you have loſt. Notwithſtand- 
5 ing the; ſtrong tide of prejudice which is againſt you, you, 
| * have already had the aſbſtance of mych Proteſtant virtue 
- oe and ability. Be affured your auxiliaries will encreaſe. In 
your honourable. purſuit of freedom, even Government - 
ſhould not throw embarraſſments in your way. ' Govern- 
ments, whatever their form may be, ſhould. conſult the pub- 
lic inclination. The affections of the people are the beſt 
| champions of the conſtitution ; when they are gone, 2 mer- 
| cenary army but ill ſupplies their place. The power of the 
people is more formidable than the artillery of a court; 
and that power: to be greateſt, requires only to be quieſcent. 
| 8 The people when put in motion are dreadful, but they are 
| ſtill more dreadfiil when they refuſe to go on.” The pulſe 
| of the Caſtle muck ceaſe to beat if the people refuſe to 
| ſupply the ſtreams of life. Such is the conſtitution of our 
| = nature, and fo balanced is the ſyſtem of human life, that 
the loweſt man in the community is neceſſary to the higheſt. 
The hutuble cottager, if the elements be tractable and fayour- 
able, can provide with his own hands for the wants of his na- 
ture; but the haughty deſpot who thinks that Earth was made 
for his feet, Heaven for his canopy, and Mankind for his 
- + Adatellites, periſhes the moment he is left alone. Whatever 
| then may be our fate, whether we be admitted ipto the 
conſtitution or repulſed from its door, I hope we ſhall 
hear no more of denunciations. of wrath, or the unfolded 
tercors of the Britiſh empire, directed againſt a numerous 
body of ſubjects whoſe only crime is to. be miſerable, and 
whoſe only preſumption is to wiſh to be leſs fo. A miniſter 
. TG a ar 4097% | 
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and ſhould not in a fit of boyiſh intemperance, hurl 
defiance at a nation, as if acivil war was an affair ofhonour. ' 
Wiſdom is not to be rejected, from whatever quarter it 
comes; and a few months have taught us an important leſſon, 
dhat the haughty manifeſto may be "ſucceeded by humble 
conceſſion ; that gigantic promiſes may be ſacceeded by 
dwarfiſh performances; and that above all things, the thun- 
ders of the ſtate are impotent when wielded by a mercenary 
hand, not for the benefit, but for the deſtruction of the 
People. e - | | | | 


Mr. SWEET MAN. 
Mr. Chairman, after what has fallen from the learned 
gentleman who has juſt ſat down, it is not ſtrange that I 
ſhould feel myſelf extremely embarraſſed in attempting to 
riſe after him. The gentleman who has preceded me, has 
treated the ſubje& ſo fully, and with ſo much genuine 80 * 
. eloquence, as nearly to exhauſt it, and to render any thing 
that I can ſay on it almoſt unneceſſary. I concur with him 
in lamenting, that the unprovoked and illiberal attacks of ſome 
of our Proteſtant brethren have made this meeting ne- 
| ceſſary: but, Sir, as on the one hand the Catholics of 
Ireland have omitted no pains whatever to ſatisfy their 
Proteſtant brethren as to their civil and religious prin- 
cCiples, ſo on the other they ſhould. not be leſs ſedulous to 
remove and repel thoſe ſlanders and miſrepreſentations 
which the malice of their enemies would unjuſtly heap 
upon them. Unaccuſtomed to any ſet phraſe of ſpeech, 
I ſhall proceed to expreſs, in a plain manner, that juſt 
indignation which ſuch a conduct naturally inſpires; a con- 
duct not leſs remarkable for its injuſtice than the inſidiouſ- 
neſs of its tendency. In doing ſo I ſhall principally con- 
fine myſelf to that period of our affairs which lies between 
the preſent and the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, as well with a 
view to avoid treſpaſſing too long on your time, as to ſuit 
the capacity of a very limited underſtanding. I ſaid, Sir, 
that the Catholics of Ireland had omitted no pains what. 
ever to ſatisfy their Proteſtant brethren, as to every thing 
which concerned their civil and religious principles; and T 
am bound to prove the aſſertion. Without referring to 
thoſe ſolemn ſecurities which the Catholics had already 
. 77;* © 
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given to the country, (I mean the oaths of allegiance) per- 
mit me, Sir, to draw your attention to thoſe of another 
kind, which they have ſince given, and within the period I 

allude to. Notwithſtanding the oaths of allegiance, many 
of our Proteſtant brethren ſtill entertained doubts of their 
ſufficiency ; and in conſequence, they urged the neceſſity of 
our entering into ſome further meaſure, declaratory of our 
civil and religious principles, before they could reconcile 
to themſelves the propriety of admitting us into the Con- 
ſlitution. This was no ſooner ſuggeſted, than we proceeded 


to draw up the deſired expoſition of our principles in the 


manner required;* and ſo much was it to their ſatisfaction 
and eaſe of mind, as to meet univerſal approbation. Then 
it was chat our Proteſtant brethren beheld us in our true 
ſhape, ſtripped of that patch-work coat of abſurdity and 
ridicule, in which the foul hand of angry and unjuſt oppreſ- 
| fion had cloathed us. Then it was that they firſt began to 
diſabuſe themſelves, and to rectify their opinions. We 
Are convinced now, ſaid they, that your principles are 
different from what we conceived them to be, and that your 
admiſſion into the Conſtitution will not endanger Proteſtant 
liberty.” To this requiſition ſhould have been added ano- 
ther not leſs important; namely, a total and unqualified 
renunciation of any intention whatſoever of altering or 
diſturbing. the exiſting ſtate of the landed poſſeſſions of the 
kingdom, as held under the forfeited tenures. With the 
ſame alacrity was this grand deſideratum effected, and in a 
manner the moſt explicit and unequivocal. The bugbear of 
the forfeited lands was no longer heard to roar, and out 
| Proteſtant brethren now rejoiced at ſeeing the property of 
their children placed beyond the reach of his imaginary 
_ graſp. Theſe, Sir, are a few of the happy effects of the 
Declaration which is by this time ſigned by almoſt every 
Catholic in Ireland, and cloſes the . of what I origi- 
nally advanced. of 12 


After theſe ſucceſsful efforts in the removing of every 
objettion, we flattered ourſelves we had found a reſting 
place; but another purification was ſtill neceſſary, ere we 
could _ from the houſe of "bondage and enter:into the 

land 
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land of Canaan. The elective franchiſe was now reſiſtad 
on the ground, that it was not the general wiſh of the Catholies 
to obtain ſuch a bleſſing; on the contrary, that it was but 
the partial deſire of a few, and that therefore it would 
be neceſſary to have the true ſenſe of that great body of the 


people before they could — fairly oy * . 
tion. 


This latter conclufion ſeemed not abend nor aid 

the Catholics loſe any time to comply with the ſpirit of it, 
by removing the objection. They accordingly adopted ſuch 
meaſures as are uſual in ſimilar caſes; and called upon their 
brethren to appoint Delegates, to the General Committee, 
in order to obtain the WO ſenſe of all the Catholics of | 
Ireland. 


In this manner, which is not leſs common than i it is war- 
rantable, were they proceeding to complete that! very work 
which they were called upon to effect; when, ſhameful 
to relate, an outcry is raiſed againſt it by thoſe very men 
that induced the neceſſity of the meaſure. The Letter con- 
. taining the Plan is analyſed in the Caſtle alembic, and 
nothing is heard throughout the land but Sedition, Trea- 
ſon, Rebellion, Byrrie ! The types are again made te 


ſweat for its and the effulgence of aſcendancy erudition 


deigns once more to illuminate the political beg. Won- 
derful letter! how far have you exceeded the ſimple opinions 
that were formed of your proweſs? how far have you 
departed from the meaning which you were deſtined 'to 
convey? Surely the meaning which we affix to words muſt be 
arbitrary, or people ſpeaking and writing the ſame language 
could not ſo egregiouſl differ in the e of 
them. | 1 


But admit, for a moment, that our ſage feb 
are in the right; this letter then, is but the effect, and 
our worthy brethren of the aſcendancy its cauſe. It is 
therefore demonſtrable, that if it be ſeditious, they them- 
ſelves are ſeditigus; if.it be treafon, they are accomplices in 
the treaſon; and baſe accomplices they are, for they have: 
broken faith with tlieir aſſociates ; they have turned 
approvers, King's evidences, to impeach and hang their 
party. They reſemble the incendiary who put the lighted: 
| torch 
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torch to his neighbour's houſe, and then cried out fire! 
Shameful - ignoble conduct, a blot upon the name of Iriſh- 
man! But after all this mighty roaring, this terrible letter 
proves to be neither, ſeditious, treaſonable, or rebellious ; 
but, on the contrary, is proved by the firſt law opinions of 
the country to be ſtrictly legal and conſtitutional.— What 
becomes then of aſcendancy learning, and ſagacity? They 
ſay we are ignorant —Iriſh ignorance, then, at ſome time 
or other, muſt have been epidemical, for they have catched 
the contagion, and have come in for their ſhare of the 
blockheadiſm. But I ſhall not flatter them by admitting | 
the plea of ignorance.—No, Sir, they knew full well that 
the whole of the meaſure was perfectly innocent in its 
nature and tendency; any thing elſe is a groſs impoſition 
upon the country, a feeble effort of hypocriſy. The truth 
Is, they feared that it would prove a key to unlock the 
conſtitution to the Catholics; and that it would accelerate 
that happy period when the mound of private intereſt and 
monopoly muſt give way to the torrent of national and 
| general advantage, 


It was thoſe. galling conſiderations which brovght down 
the venal artillery of the aſcendancy; it was this which made 
them condeſcend to honour the Catholic cauſe with their 
Nlander and malevolence. But I will tell them that that 
. cauſe is a deep and a pure river; and though its enemies 
may attempt to muddy it, they cannot, nor they ſhall not 
pollute it. He need not have been a Duke of Brunſwick to 
| have diſcovered that their late manceuvres were a kind of 
maſked battery, or coyered way, from whence they thought 
to ſpring a mine, and blow up Catholic emancipation. 


Much is ſaid about proffering of lives, when they well 
| know there was no need of them. If the nation does 
want lives, the preference is due to us; we can ſupply the 
market on better terms. When they ſpeak of lives they 
involve the queſtion of population; and, give me leave to 
ſay, that upon that ſcore, it is we that can conſtitute the 
national ſtrength and conſequence. This country would 
not have the name of nation, but for us. Take from its 
population three millions of Catholics, and you would 
have an * E It is our love for our country 

: which 
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which has preſeryed Ireland; but for us ſhe had been long ere 
this an Engliſn province. Did we emigrate, even in the 
midſt of perſecution? No. Did we take to the long boat 
when the angry tempeſt of party ſpirit had hurled away our 
rights; or rather did we not ſtay by the ſhip, reſolved to 
ſink or ſwim with her? You cannot ſay ſo much for perſe- 
cuted people in other countries. Much ſtreſs: is laid upon 
our partial emancipation ; but does the nation know that it 
was a meaſure abſolutely neceſſaty to prevent an abortion 
of their own partial emancipation? Had they not done ſa, 
would there be at this day numberleſs inſtances of Catholic 
individuals inveſting large properties in trade, and giving 
employment to hundreds weekly in your manufactures? 
Would they have a Catholic at this day their firſt and beſt 
contributor: to their revenues? * pe No; then would 
their free trade be but a name. 12 5 7 obtienden uh 
In like manner they ſpeak otheirhove: for the Conſti- 
tution ; but this is another piece of hypocritical affeftationz 
they do not love, they are but jealous: -pated. If they loved 
the Conſtitution, they would redeem her children. She 
is the common parent of the people; and all would be 
| equally dear to her, but that they have eſtranged her affec- 
tions, and have made a ſtep-wother of her. In the name of 
common ſenſe, when is Catholic fuffering to have an end ? 


Has the cup of our bitterneſs a perpetual ſpring within. Fe: 


it which furniſhes ſucceſſive drauglits never to be ex- 
hauſted ?—Our Proteſtant reſolütioners, ſhame upon them 

anſwer me in the dreadful. affirmative.” Relentleſs men, 
blaſphemers againſt Providence, have you examined the 
books of the Sybils, or have you drawn the ag infor- 
mation from the iniquity of your own foul hearts.” 


I turn from you with horror, and throw my ente upon 
the good ſenſe and humanity of my countrymen of a} 
deſcriptions; and here let me conjure' you to reprobate 
this wretched baneful policy, this ſcourge of Ireland. Suf- 
fer me to 4mplore you to reſume that juſtice and noble gene-' 
roſity which is your characteriſtic; learn that the proi- 
perity of the parts is the proſperity of the whole. 
Give to your Catholic brethren their juſt / rights, 
and at one ſtroke renovate and vivify your nation. 
Reftore to it the latent genius, the abilities, the force, 

and 
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und above all, the hearts of three millions of its chii- 
dren. Then will Ireland ariſe from her torpor, and 
find her true level of national proſperity j and you, Great- 
Britain, ſecond the godlike work. © This is the acceptable 
time.” It will form à bright page in your hiſtory, which 
the reader will contemplate with rapture. It will be a 

luſtre to the preſent reign, perhaps a prop to ſome future ons. 
and you, my Catholic brethren, ſummon all your virtue, 
nor let the chaſtity of your character be in any wiſe tay- 
niſned. Be upon your guard, nor ſuffer yourſelves to be 
| betrayed into any raſh and inconfiderate meaſure by the 

machinations of your enemies, I need not tell you that 
they are upon the watch, ſecking to tempt and to devour 
you. Conſider that you hold the vantage ground ſo long 
as you can conduct yourſelves peaceably, loyally, and with 
due ſubmiſſiion to the laws. This will be your ſeven- fold 
mield. Do not ceaſe to call upon the Legiſlature with tem- 
perance, candour, and perſeverance; and above all, with a 

a an. Aui timidg regal, ue an p 5 
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After the very forcible arguments. SF have been | 
Shock by the gentlemen. who juſt addreſſed vou, 5 
with the utmoſt diffidence ! riſe, to obtrude the opinions of 
ſo private an individual on your attention,—But, perhaps, 
Sir, on the preſent occaſſon, the leſs important t the indivi- 
dual, the greater the incentive to exertion; as to encreaſe 
the reſpectability of our body is the object of our pro 
ceedings. 


I reflect with ? 7: "2h Sir, on the happy: = EE 
which muſt flow from our preſent meeting as it affords an 
opportunity to a calumniated people, of reſcuing themſelves 
ſrom the muſt unfounded j imputations; and of calming thoſe - 
falſe alarms which the groſſeſt miſconceptions have given 
riſe The public mind is agitated, Sir, becauſe thg Catholic 
_ queſtion is miſunderſtood, Proteſtants have aſſembled in 
different parts of the kingdom, and cenſured the proceed- 
ings of the Catholic body; it is our indiſpenſible duty then, 
by an unequivocal and decided declaration of our ſentiments, 
do do avay thoſe apprehenſions; for although, bona Ade, 
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they are viſionary, yet, to uſe the words of ouf Catholie 
brethren of Waterford, they may exhibit to foreigners the 
picture of imperfect civilization it is due to the nations! 
character that we ſhould come forward; it is eſſential to pre · 
ſerving that harmony which is the fe qua non of our coun- 
_ try's proſperity, and on which alone the real frength of Ire- 
land depends; every enlightened Proteſtant muſt ſee the ne- 
ceflity of this meeting, and even thoſe of leſs information, 
cannot but feel ſatisfaction on hearing an undiſguiſed and 
candid diſcloſure of our thoughts. 


The Catholic queſtion as it is now before the publie, may 
be reduced under three general heads: —iſt. What griey- 
znces do we complain of? 2dly, Are the privileges which 
| have been granted laſt ſcflion tantamount to relief? And 
3dly, Would granting the right of ſuifrage be conſiſtent 
with the principles of the Conſtitution, and the ſecurity of . 
the preſent eſtabliſhment? As to the firſt, it cannot be ne- 


ceſſary for me to dwell ; few men are hardy enough to deny 


that we are aggrieved; to ſpecify our grievances would take 
up too much of our valuable time ; it would be to detail a 
code of laws ſufficiently extenſive for the regulation of an 
empire; and, for cruelty and oppreſſion, unexampled in 
thoſe climes where the ſway of deſpotiſm has unmanned the 
human kind. Suffice it to ſay, Sir, their baneful effects are 


felt in every walk of life, row * n Peer to the 
comfortleſs peaſant, 


As to the privileges which were 3 laſt ſeſſion, let 
us conſider for a moment how far they will operate 
Will the admiſſion of a few gentlemen to the profeſſions of | 
the law, better the condition of the peaſant, give reſpecta- 
bility to the citizen, or encreaſe the wealth of the nation? 
No; were all the profeſſions of the law granted to 
Catholics, excluſively, the great body of the people would _ 
not be benefited; it is not the proſperity of ſolitary indi- 
. viduals that can influence the public weal, it is the proſpe- 
rity of millions. Another privilege, we are told, has been 
granted ; ſhall I call it privilege, ſhall I fay grant-—Inter-' 
marriages between Proteſtants and Catholics have been 
. legalized, and legalized with a vengeance ; the very law 
which auktion the divine contract condemns it; it 

| , puniſhes | 
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pyniſnes the huſband, / by depriving him of his rights as 2 
citizen, and holds out the aſſectionate partner of his life a: 
the inſtrument of his degradation. Theſe are the mighty 
conceſſions which ſhould demand our gratitude ;—theſe are 
the important benefits with which ſuffering millions ſliould 
reſt content. Ah! Sir, what a record for poſterity, of the 

civilization of Ireland in 1792; a people recognized by the 
legiſlature as dutiful and loyal, ene to a dehaſement at 
which humanity muſt revolt. 


With reſpect to the queſtion, -would the admiſſion of 
Catholics to a ſhare in the Elective Franchiſe, be conſiſtent 
with the principles of the conſtitution, and the ſecurity of 
the preſent eftabliſhment ? It is fit we ſhould inquire here 


what are the principles of the Conſtitution ? Is it not a 


fundamental principle of the Conſtitution, that the people 
have a right to grant their own money; or, in other words, 
that all who pay taxes ſhould be repreſented in Parliament? 
Were not the Catholics in poſſeſſion of this privilege 
feveral years after the revolution? If they were, ſurely, 

their right is unequivocal, and the very eſſence of the con- 
ſtitution is ſapped by their excluſion. 

I would aſk, what is it that diſtinguiſhes the Britiſlr 
Government as a free ſtate? Is it not that it gives the 
people a ſhare in the legiſlation, conſiſting of a democracy, 
monarchy, antl ariſtocracy; it is neceſſary that each ſhould 
act in concert with the other, and ſuch a balance be pre- 
ſerved, as would prevent the preponderance of any one 
eſtate Such a ſyſtem of government is admirably calcu- 

lated to anſwer all the purpoſes of ſociety, was it dealt out 
to the people in its native purity ; but how is it executed 
in Ireland ? Is the democratic power preſerved? Are the 
three eſtates balanced? Does the Houſe of Commons re- 

preſent the people of Ireland, or the Britiſh Miniſter ? 
Alas! the anſwer is to be read in the catalogue of miſeries 
which mar your country. You are amuſed with the 
ſhadow of a free government, whilſt the nation droops 
under the flent working of deſpotiſm. Again, it is to me 
a paradox, that bids defiance to every law of reaſon, why 
a law, which was enacted about ſixty-five years ſince, to 
deprive us of the Eleftive Franchiſe, ſhould be more a 


part 


C 3 EY 
part of the conſtitution than- the- revenue laws, the police L 
laws, or the laws for- eſtabliſhing turnpike ; gates; which 
have been enacted finee the act of ſettlement. But, we are 
told, the church and ſtate would be entlangered, were 
Catholics allowed any further indulgences than they al- 
ready poſſeſs. I would aſk, were ſuch eminent and reſpec- 
table characters, as the gentleman who preſides in your 
Committee, and Who has raiſed the national conſequence 
as a commercial ſtate, and holds ſo ſterling a pledge in the 
country, competent to be elected Governors or Directors 
of the National Bank, or Truſtees of the Royal Excliange, 
would it endanger the church and ſtate? Was a Catholic 
phyſician permitted to teach the art of healing in our 
Univerſity, would it endanger the church and ſtate ?— 
Ridiculous pretexts; it is not the church and ſlate, it is a 
monqapoly, which preys on the very vitals of the Conſti- 
tution, that is in danger. We know that Preſby terianiſm 
is the eſtabliſhed religion in Scotland, and the Catholic ic the 
eſtabliſhed religion in Canada, not only without danger, 
but with important advantage to the Britiſh Government“. 
But, ſutely, Sir, thofe Proteſtant gefiflemen cannot be ſe- | 
rious, WhO expfeſs alarm at our ſeeking to be incorporated 19 
with them for bur mutual advantage, and the good of our 
common country We are not ſecking the naked theore- 
tical Rights of Man; It is the eſtabliſlicd practical Rights of 
Citizens ; it is the privileges of Britiſh becks; it is thoſe 
privileges which the conſtitution warrants; and I truſt 
that the day is not far diſtant, when the light of philoſophy 
ſhal} have erected the empire of reaſon on the ruins of 
bigotry and intolerance z when religious and political dif- 
tinction ſhall expire together; and the Britiſh conſtitution, 
founded on the broad baſis of freedoni, fhall be as well the 
HATH en IDE As 6c as the envy and admiration of 


F e ſurrounding 7 
„ in Seccland the Proteſtant Church dare not erect a ſteeple or tall a 
bell; Preſbyterian aſcendatiey is fuppvrted thete in all its branches and 
details, by the Britiſh Gavernment—How is this reconcilavle with tive 


opinion, that Proteſtant aſeeuldaney is eſſential to the very exiſtenee of the zo” 


Britiſh Conſtitution, when e eee il 
ſcat af government? The happy effects which ariſe fr 
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ſurrounding nations; and that ſupported by millions of 
freemen, united to it from intereſt, it will re/# the revolu- 
tions of ages; —— to nan 
man ae net” [foaming | 
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heroine bike Fo been advanced win ue penſion; fr 
is ne; for me to urge this aſſembly to adopt 2 
vindication of our body from the falſe calumnies propa- 
gated through the nation, by the learned and reſpeltable 
Corporation of the City of Dublin. However, Sir, I will 
beg leave briefly to ſtate my ſentiments on n this great nner 
CaTnoLic EMAnciraTION.  - — 


After a century of pains and penalties, the Catholics of 
Ireland three-fourths of its inhabitants, come forward in 
an humble and conſtitutional manner to afk relief ; to ſeek, 
by petition, the redreſs of their grievances; a privilege 
allowed to the ſlave in Conſtantinople, but forbidden to 
the Iriſh flave by the 4i/orical Corporation of the capital 
of the Imperial Kingdom of Ireland. Sir, it is. not to the 
ſelfiſh nonopoliſ the Catholics appeal. They appeal to the 
diſintereſted and the liberal; they deſire to be judged by 
their countrymen as they are, not. as they are miſrepre- 
ſented ; whether that. miſrepreſentation iſſues from the 
Grand-Jury room, or the . immaculate Corporation of the 
Cy of Dublin. 


Sir, there is no greater minke of the graded tate of 
the Catholics of Ireland, than the eternal doom now pro- 
nounced by thoſe bodies againſt them; if they could vote 
at elections, their Proteſtant brethren would acknowledge 
them to be what they are, as good and as loyal ſubjects as 
themſelves, and as much attached to the conſtitution of 
Ireland. . 

There is no man- in Bandes or "Ireland 8 the 
great principles of the conſtitution more than I do; and no 
part of it more than that which-eftabliſhes the right of the 

wiect to petitian for redreſs of grievances, real or imagi- 
8 dividually or collectively.— This right anſwers | 
objects; it admits the ſubjeR to my his. WOT; 
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ances, and is the proper mode of communication between 
the Sovereign, the Parliament, and the People. It is there- 
fore the duty of the King and Parliament to receive the 
petition of the people with reſpect and attention, not to 
treat them with centumely. Sir, if proper regard were paid 
by the Miniſters of every Sovereign in Europe, and in due 
time, to the grievanees of the people, you would not have 
ſo many revolutions and rumours of revolutionb finging in 
your ears America would never have been ſeparated: from 
Great - Britain; Louis the XVI. would never have been 
dethroned.— But it ſeems to be the blind policy, of all 
Miniſters to contaminate the voice of the people; and if 
they did not calumniate their honourable purſuits, 8ove- 
reigns. would not be conſidered. ſo deaf to the gepreſen - 
_ tations of their ſubjects; they would hear and redreſs their 
grievances; and, inſtead of revolutions all around Jou, 
you would have ſubſtituted a reform of abuſes, the abolition 
of corruption, the reduction of taxes, and equal protection 
and freedom to erery claſs of citizens. 


Sir, during my time, 1 have heard auch of the various 
tumultuous rifings of the people in this kingdom, from 
North to South, under the different appellations « of Steel 
Boys, Oak Boys, White Boys, Peep of Day Boys, and 
Defenders. There is no man feels or abhors mofte than 5 
do, the abominable depredations committed by thoſe 
various denominations of rioters, as they” occaſionally 

ſprung up. They have been a diſgrace to the nation; at 
the ſame time, I fay, they are not the effect of the natural 
diſpoſition of the people, or their mode of religious wor- 
mip; though attributed to both by artful and deſigning 
men. There are no peaſantry in Europe more amenable 
to the laws, or affrctionate to their landlords. When I 
offer to vindicate them in this manner, leſt my opinion 
ſhould be deemed partial, I will take this opportunity of 
quoting what was the. reſult of the celebrated Mr. Arthur 
Young's tour through Ireland, ſpeaking on this very ſub- 
ject; he is an Engliſh gentleman, of very great learning 
and ſcience, neither placeman, penſioner, or monopoliſt ; 
he obſerves in his IId. vol. p. 42, From all which it is 
6 manifeſt, that the gentlemen of Ireland never thought 

of the e cure, from overlooking the real diſeaſe ; - 


40 which, 


a 


ew) 


« which, in fact, lay with themſelves, and not in ibe 
„ wretcheg they doomed to the*gallows ; let them change 
their conduct entirely; and the poor will. not long 
riot. Treat them like men who ought to be as free as 
4 yourſelyes;, put an end to that ſyſtem of religious/perie- 
* cution, which. for ſeventy years, has divided the kipg- 
dom againſt itſelf; in thoſe two circumſtances lies the 
cure of inſurrectian; perfarm them completely, and 
vou will have an eee Poor, e of n 
| + © tented vaſſal-. I, 
In my opinion, it is nene, agen, not mig 
tion, that expands the heart, and enlarges the faculties 
the human underſtanding ;—therefore, 1 would with, that 
no man ſhould be proſcribed his'rank in fociety, whatever 
may be his mode of worſhip, but equal hberty to all, and 
ee e 11 id 
oY e 5 fr, KEQGH. 


Mr. Chairman, we have all liſtened th in to the 
manly and. patriotic ſentiments expreſſed this day j men 
capable of . and uttering thoſe ſentiments, ought not 
to be ſlaves ne word only that has fallen, I ſubmit, 
ſhould be altered. In ſpeaking of our oppreſſors, they 
have inadvertently denominated them-* the Proteftants.” 1 
deny the fact the Proteſtants af Ireland. are not our op- 
preſſors ; all that is eminent for virtue, talents, and public 
ſpirit among our Proteſtant brethren, are our defenders 

the defenders of their cvuntry. See, Sir, at their head, that 
man, ſent for no common bein to ren 2 
nation, to raiſe a grateful people. | 
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Look to that truly Proteſtant part of Ireland, the Waben ; 
ſee Belfaſt, the ſeat of patriotiſm. Can you not, with pride, 
claim them as your ſteady and early friends. Look to the 

Declarations of the ſeveral Societies of United Iriſhmen, 
particularly thoſe of Dublin, and the four Societies at 
Belfaſt, See the Declarations of the Volunteers, riſing once 
more from their lethargy, to raiſe their degraded Country. 
— Look to the Bar, the Proteſtants of the county of Cork, 

1 of the county of Wexford, many in every county and 

1 city, and then ſay, are not the true patriot Proteſtants with 

= | us ? 
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GN 
us? Let us then; when we ſpeak of ee, , 
our. the term nn and ſubſtitute) Monepolyfs.. 


Sir, for more than a year, we have beheld the melau- 
choly exhibition of the great Catholic Body of this nation 
miſrepreſented and aſperſed; if any thing "ould aggravate 

this, it was to ſee i it encouraged by thoſe whoſe duty, from 
thejr. fituation,. it was to promote the harmony aud peace of 
the country. _ 0 

It was eaſy to . that many "i unfulpeBing 
Proteſtant gentlemen have bern influenced by the alarms. 
diſſeminated from ſuch quarters, who atherwiſe would have 
ſpurned at the idea of acting as 8 N ge _— 
their unoffending countrym en. 


Hence theſe. reſglutions againſt * r-fiſths, of 2290 TT ; 
bl gur publig prints, and diſgrace this nation, OY 


But the miſchief does not ſtop here: what elfe mult i us 
have qn gur national character i in America, and all he 
countries on the Continent, or even upon our fellow - ſubjecti 
in England? Does not every perſon lately arrived from that 
count ry, ſay, chat is generally thought there, that we 120 
very little ſhort of 3 ſtate gf Inſarenegen 5 


When we look ar ound us, and ſee every et in 1 
uſual ſtate of profound tranquility; ; hen we meet in 
private patties, or other places, the yery men who publiſh 
7 reſolutions againſt us, and fin "gs laug h it off, 25 
litical play, we are led to look on the” extravagant 
a in theſe reſolutions with ſilent contempt? But” 
for one moment, let us conſider what we ourſelves would: 
think if the fame play, ar farce, « or trogody;'Y was now Te 
in England. 


" Aſk yourſelves the ted it would bare on oo if the 
majority of the Grand- Juries of Englagd proclaimed to the. 
warld, that foyr-fifths of his Majeſty 8 ſubjects i in England 
were entering into proceedings tending to riot, tumult, and 
 fedition? but ſuppoſe the Miniſters of the State abetted and 
countenanced ſuch falſe aſſertions, what an alarm would ir 
ve you? > What apprehenſions would jt create in Europe 7 
= ut in ! they. are a 22 0 the Miniſter that 
- "would 
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would dare traduce the character, or endanger the credit 
of the nation, would 7% his lead, What is the preſent 
ſituation of Ireland? It is this A few monopoliſts find it 
| their own private intereſt, to keep above three millions 
of men in ſlavery that the Catholics, independent of the 
right of every ſubject, of a certain property to the elective 
franchiſe, and the benefits of the trial by Jury, are 
juſtly entitled the reto, by à treaty between them and King 
William, for which they gave the moſt valuable confidera- 


9 tion; that they were finally ſtript of this privilege, and 


without any pretext the treaty wax violated in the /aft Reign, 
that of George the ad, without even a charge of political 
crime or delinquency. Thus ſituated, they mean to ex- 
erciſe the moſt humble of all right the right to petition, 
his Majeſty and the Parliament, that they be reſtored to 
theſe privileges, ſo purchaſed, paid for, and guarantegd to 
them; and this petition is to be prepared, not by a mob, 
or men who would have an intereſt in confuſion, but 
by Catholic Gentlemen, whoſe characters and property are 
à ſecurity for their peaceable intentions; and it is deter- 
mined to be done in = moſt n an wm mol, 
_ conſtitutional manner. 1 
But the monopoliſts, « enemies to-us, 56 enemies to . | 
Jand, fear, leſt aur gracious Monarch ſhould-be appriſed of 
the ſtate of his faithful ſubjects, the Catholics of Ireland, 
and know, unequivocally the juſtice and moderation of their 
wiſhes; they dread the coal examination of ſuch a queſtion ; 
and therefore alarms are attempted o be raiſed, diſtruſts 
and jealouſies excited between the King and his faithful 
people, and between the Proteſtants and Catholics ; ; for 
they know there is not one candid * man in Irela 
England, if the queſtion were fairly diſcuſſed, who would 
not be ſhocked at the idea, that three or four families 
ſhould, to ſupport their monopoly, hold «Mp or hor 
millions of victims in ſlavery. 1 c 


But the Catholics abhor tha idea of riot, tint, or 


ſedition; we will appeal to our Proteſtant countrymen, 
and to the world, whether we have not been oaded to - 
tumult, by every inſult, neglect, and contempt from the 
Government in Ireland. In ſtating this, we will not follow 
Grand ä in aſſerting and cenſuring without proof 3 
the 


1 . 
the beſt vindication of the Catholics is their conduct: 
jet us then examine the tranſactions of the laſt two 
years. #4 62.4 on Mr 

In 179, we prepared a petition' to Parliament, ſo 
humble and modeſt, as to aſk nothing ſpecific, but merely 
that our caſe ſhould be taken into conſideration. The 
Catholics, with humble diffidence, waited on Government, 
to beſeech their protection and ſupport; but in vain. We 
applied to have our petition introduced to the Houſe, but 
no Member of the Commons would bring it in; for we, 


three millions of people, were not e there, and 
the hand- of power was raiſed againſt us. 
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If we were inclined to riot or tumult, it would now 150 
ſhewn itſelf; but we were not—all was humilit x. 
The Chief Governor viſited the Southof Ireland. It was 
intimated to our brethren in Cork, that an addreſs, or ex- 
preſſion of their loyalty, would be acceptable; they pre- 
pared one. Let us here call to mind the ſuperior claims of 
the Catholics of Cork on government, and on their coun- 
try. When the-empire ſeemed ſhaken to its center, by the 
conteſt with America, when the fleets of the enemy hovered 
on their coaſt, did they prepare to join them? No. Theſe 
brave and generous Irifhmen diſdained, in that exigency, to 
ſay, © Eaſe us of our chains firſt, and we will then join 
you.” They forgot their ſufferings; they forgot every 
thing but their loyalty and their love to their country. 
They ſupported government with their money; and armed 
themſelves, and. flew to the ranks with their / n 

brethren. 


This truly noble claſs of a the Catholics of Cork, 
in the expreſſion of their loyalty to the Lord Lieutenant, 
declared their determination to perſevere in their paſt line of 
conduct, from which they uoreD ſome relaxation of the pre- 
ſent Code of Laws. Will it be believed, that ſuch men 
would receive ſuch treatment as I am now to mention, any 
where on this ſide Conſtantinople ? The paper was returned 
to them, to ſtrike out the clauſe which expreſſed a no E, 
and afterwards it would be received; but our brethren 
felt this inſult and ingratitude with indignithbes They 
did not by their own 185 N or approve their ſlavery; 


they 


(© 9 


hey with held the addreſs, and they kept all they. had ie 
keep—they kept THEIR HONOR, 


Did this treatment excite the Catholics to tumult. or 
| fedition, of which the Grand Juries ſeem fo apprehenſive ? 
Na, Sir ;—they felt, like men, and bore it like ſubjects 
willing to diſtinguiſh between a gracious King, and a 
Viceroy influenced by monopoliſtis.. 


The patience and the perſeverance of the Clittioics were F 
not yet cxhauſteil ; they made their final application to 
the Government for relief, They deputetl twelve of their 
body, in 1791, to go to the Caſtle with a lift of the pe- 
nal code, and intreat the protection of Government, to 
remove any part they themſelves thought fit. | 

The humility of the people could only be ſurpaſſed by 
the contempt of the Caſtle, They did not deign even to 
give us a civil refuſal.— Three millions of . were 
not thought worthy of an anſuer! 


In this ſtate of almoſt unqualified deſpair, ſorety if the 
Catholics were inclined to ſedition, or to tumult, they 
would at leaſt have a pretext. Was there the WO 
appearance No. not a ſhadow. 


One experiment was yet untried; the Catholics under 
; took it; they deputed one of their own body to go to 
| Sendo, to make the ſufferings: and the merits of the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland known to his Majeſty, ' throngh the 
medium of his miniſters —Your Deputy went to England 
in September, 1791, and returned in January, 1792, with 
a right to believe, that if our Parliament would open to us 
the Law, Grand- Juries, County Magiſtrates, and High 
Sheriffs, that no oppoſition would occur from England; 
and that elective franchiſe was under conſideration. We 
have heard it inſiſted on eagerly here, that theſe objects 
were not promi/ed in England. No one ever faid they 
were promiſed; we know no perſon is qualified to promiſe 

what the Parliament will do; and we know his Majeſty's | 
efficient Miniſterg in England form no actual part of the 
Iriſh Government ; but we know the Iriſh Government 
appointed and diſmiſſed at pleaſure,. and that the recom- 
mendation of the efficient Miniſter of England, like that 


E 
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of the King to make a Biſhop, ſeldom fails. There may be 
flanderous men of an opinion, (againſt which J proteſt) that 
If it had been the with of England to encreaſe taxes, to 
continue the hearth-money on our wretched poor, and, 
exact it from thoſe who have not the luxury of a chimney, 
and through whoſe door alone the ſmoke can go forth, 
or to perſiſt in an equal collecting of tithes, the oppreſſion 
and general deteſtation of the people—ſuch orders might 
have found advocates here; but to relieve. three millions 
of people, and invigorate the Conſtitution, was a meaſure 
not to be borne by our enemies, the monopoliſts of Ireland, 
Our relief was oppoſed with ſtrong remonſtrances, the 
_ Catholics miſrepreſented, by aſſertions, that they did not 
require it; the trained bands of Dublin called forth ; and 
in fine, a bill was brought in, to admit Catholics to the law _ 
only, which afforded our poor no relief; and even while 
carrying on this deluſive and inadequate meaſure, the Ca- 
tholic body was miſrepreſented | and inſulted by the very 
men who ſupported the bill. Df 


The Catholics, while the bill depended, „ an 
humble petition, to be reſtored to ſome participation 1 
the elective franchiſe; and, three days aſter, their petition „ 
was taken off the table, and voted to be ręieaſed, without 5 
debating its merits. Among the many reaſons alledged for 
this unprecedented andungracious procedure, it was ſtrongly 
objected, that the petition was ſigned by Citizens only, una. 
thoriſed to act or ſpeak for the body at large. The Catho- 
lics conceived themſelves thus called upon, when they next 
| petitioned, to remove the objeftion made in Parliament, 
by procuring the Catholic country gentlemen to meet, 
and ſign the next petition; and for this purpoſe, the Catholic 
Committee wrote a Letter, ſigned by Edward Byrne, as 
Chairman, to procure Delegates from the counties, for the 
purpoſe, as expreſſed in that Letter, of“ imploring his 
| Majeſty and Parliament, to be reſtored to the elective fran- 
chiſe, and an equal EE GED of the benefits ol, * 3 
trial by Jury. . 
And here is the letter on which — iſe nnd | 


malicious clamour, that the Catholics are diſpoſed to riot, 
8 n and W not e, with theſe charges, 


1 „ 
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the Catholics intending to © implore Parliament,” is con- 

ſtrued into an outrageous and atrocious crime—the intending 
to overawe Parliament! Charges of ſq wicked a nature 

are not made againſt a meritorious and unoffending people 
without defign. It is time to ſtrip off the veil that covers 
our oppreſſors; every man intereſted in his country by 

property, children, or patriotiſm, muſt feel indignant at. 
the avowed determination to continue three or four millions 
of people in ſlavery. It is time to ſpeak out ! I ſay; there- 
fore, it is to pre-occupy the mercy of the throne, and the 

wiſdom and benevolence of our Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects, 
that theſe fears are affected; that Grand-Juries are induced · 

to forget their inſtitution, and twenty-three men to erect 

themſelves into a fourth eſtate, to deter a whole people 
from petitioning for relief. Puniſhment implies a crime; 
we are puniſhed without a pretext, and refuſed even the 
privilege to complain. — 


It muſt become « matter of ſerious concern to his Majeſty, 
if informed, and to thoſe Miniſters in whom he confides 
the empire, to every Iriſhman who has property, children, 
or love of his country, that men ſo little ſkilled in manag- - 
ing mankind, whoſe means have uniformly tended to 


produce effects contrary to their expectations, ſhould yet 
have the power of continuing ſuch raſhneſs as may plunge 
us finally into a ſtate, of which no one can think without 
horror. To prove theſe apprehenſions not groundleſs, it 
is neceſſary to ſhew what means have been taken to arcuſe 
the ſpirit and indignation of the Catholics. | 


I have already mentioned the fate of the petition in 1 790, 
the treatment of our reſpectable brethren in Cork, and our 
laſt application to the Caſtle. Even theſe contempts had no 
effect on the public mind; by long habits of ſlavery they 
had loſt a ſenſe of liberty; they bowed down as here- 
tofore ;—the kingdom was not agitated then, nor would it 
have been ſince, but for theſe monopoliſts themſelves. We 
all have reaſon to rejoice at their blunders ; but we have 
equal reaſon to be alarmed for the nation and its peace, 
when we ſee them entruſted to ſuch hands. Their firſt 
meaſure was one, not of wiſdom, but of cunning. A gen- 
tleman was ſent for to the — 9 Louth, and under a 

promiſe 


C 


promile made to him, which was afterwards broke, they 


obtained a certain addreſs, intended to inſinuate, that the 


Catholics did not wiſh for liberty but as the exigency of the 
times permitted; as if there was or could be, an exigence to 
keep the great majority of the nation in an abject ſlavery, 
diſcouraging to induſtry and ſpirit. The Catholicg who 


promoted theſe addreſſes, I ſhall not now bring forward; Wa 
they have ſunk in the eſteem of the Catholic body—have l6ft OY 


all confidence—they ſtand alone, ſuſpected by Proteſtants 


and deſpiſed by the Catholics; and will, we hope, never 


appear in our affairs again. But for the Catholic gentlemen, 
at a diſtance, who ſigned on the aſſurance of the promiſe 
made, no one ought, no one does blame them; they knew 


not of the negociations in England; they did not ſee the 


deceit intended; had they done ſo, many of them would, 


1 know, cut off their right hands, rather than Sign": an 


addreſs, intended to keep their children in ſlavery.” 


At this eriſis, ſome perſons i in high ſtation, were * 
told, that if theſe addreſſes were purſued, they would pro- 
bably call forth diſavowals, and agitate the country. This 
caution was rejected; they plunged forward, publiſhed the 
addreſs, —The Catholics of many counties and towns were 


rouſed, for the firſt time, and naturally met, to diſclaim 


the ſentiment, or any right of interference, except by 


perſons authorized by them The friends of monopoly in 


ſeveral counties, preſſed for ſimilar addreſſes. I think they 


obtained ſixty- eight names but it was quite immaterial, | 


x 


they obtained as many hundreds, or even thouſands; for the 
papers, full of addreſſes and counter-addrefſes, agitated the 


Catholic mind on their ſlavery and hopes, and right to 


liberty and thus the monopoliſts forced a queſtion for 
general diſcuſſion; and, but for that beginning, a meeting, 
like this which I now addreſs, wang not me taken er 


for another century. 


A much more intereſting and important. eren 
occurred about that period. The North of Ireland, the 
ſeat of ſpirit and patriotiſm, had appeared exhauſted with 
their uſeleſs efforts at Dungannon, and at the Convention; 
their attempts were baffled and laughed to ſcorn by the 
monopoliſts. 


Ve 


„ 
monopoliſts— The ſpirit ſeemed to be extinguiſhed; but it 
was not dead; it only ſlept, | 


Some patriots there, reflecting that liberty could * be 
obtained by a people united in intereſt and friendſhip, 
began to conſider, whether the Catholic body was ſo much 
ſunk by ſlavery, as not to be capable of liberty ;—to agree in 

dropping the curtain over all paſt animoſities, and, by 
mutual forgiveneſs, to bury prejudice and religious bit- 
terneſs. Theſe true patriots prudently ſounded the ground 
before they decided. The monopoliſts heard of this medi- 
tated coalition, and rebrobated it violently. The Catholics, 
afraid of their taſk-maſters, leſs enlightened than the North, 
would, I candidly believe, have dreaded to embrace even 
liberty, when preſented by a Preſbyterian;—for their friend- 
ſhip, which is now our pride, we then feared ;—we doubted 
their ſincerity ;—monopoliſts told us that they were them- 
ſelves our only friends. At this criſis, nothing could have 
decided us but Adminiſtration ; they ſpurned us they 
threw us off with contumely and diſdain; and, in the ſame 
inſtant, opened our eyes to ſee in themſelves our oppreſſors, 
and our friends in the friends of Ireland. But they did not 
top here We petitioned Parliament laſt February to be 
reſtored” to eleftive franchiſe; it was received, and might 
"have deen ſuffered to fleep in quiet and unnoticed but 
this would have been 4 prudent meaſure, and, therefore, it 
was not adopted The humble petition of the Catholics 
was called from its oblivion, and formally rejected; but 
Not without a previous debate, on the ſtrong ground of the 
ſubje&'s right to petition, and the raſlineſs of inſulting 
four-fifths of the country. This very debate intereſted 
and agitated the whole kingdom. But Belfaſt, fincere 
beyond profeſſion, petitioned Parliament to reſtore us to 
freedom;—the petition - of that great, ſpirited, wealthy 
town was alſo taken from the table, and rejected with 
expreſſions of marked contempt ;—and thus our petitions 
met one fate. Our common enemies have united us in 
misfortune :—we accept the offer; and let it be our prayer 
to the Almighty Ruler of all events, to bind up our intereſts. 
with thoſe of our countrymen, and 1 us fall or riſe 
together! 
Here Mr. Keogh Was interrited 95 loud and repeated . 
| Plaudits) ) 


Now, 


1000 


Now, Sit r, ſuffer me to e two or three meaſures 
© Satended for our oppreſſion with the conſequences which 
they produced. The wanton and unneceſſary rejection of 
our petition, compelled our friends in Parliament to debate 
it on the ground of right; and to our cauſe diſcuſſion is 
always victory. The principle of that. rejection produced 
the almoſt univerſal concurrence of the Catholics in-yeturn-. 
ing Delegates to the General Conimittee, a meaſure preg , 
nant with advantage to our cauſe. The unwarrantable 
attacks of the different Grand-Juries have not only rouſed 

our own ſpirit, but called forth many and able defenders 
among our Proteſtant brethren ; men, whoſe talents and 
whoſecharafters would do honor to any cauſe, Thus, Sic, 
| by the blunders of our oppreſſors they have brought the 
_ Catholics forward a century, in eagerneſs for liberty, which 
now ee ag the eee Ron Nagy oy er individual 
ee £102 Aus 


But they bad yet an opportunity for another error, and 
they ſeiſed it. Some among them, more artful than others, 
though not more honeſt, wiſhed” to infinuate, that though 

the Catholics could not now be granted liberty, yet the day 
might come when it ſhould be granted. I preſume thoſe 
gentlemen meant he day of judgment yet even that would 
not ſerve our driving, precipitate monopoliſts; they tore off 
| the veil, and explained to the moſt ignorant their inten. 
tions; their ſentence is eternal; they doom us and our childrea 
to paperdel ſlavery! God, in his wrath, threatens but 
the fourth generation even of thoſe ho hate him; but we, 


who love our King, obey the laws, even thoſe laws that 


grind us to the earth, are doomed, ourſelves and our poſ- 
terity, to continue ſlaves through all generations! What, 
Sir, are the hearts of our oppreſſors hardened as Pharaoh ? 
Are they incapable of inſtruction, from the awful leſſons 

of France or America? Well might the man doomed to be 
the Saviour of his Country, cry out—that ſuch a ſentence, 


required the N of a * and the e of a 
dxmon. | 


In this ſtate of ee it ſeems to be a means of re- 
eommendation to favour, to inſult the people; and the more 
wanton and WN the inſult, the more meritorious— 


_ What 
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What ele could induce one impudent deſpot to fay,” ours 
was * a religion held only by knaves and fools !” This mode eft 
man attacks half Europe ata ſtroke; but ſuch aſperſion pro- 
cceds from the purity of his on blood; a man who has not 
in hiniſelf, or in his family, any thing to correct, looks 
abroad, and is aſtoniſned at the vice of his neighbour: Thoſe 
| differently circumſtanced are ſilent.” He that has in his own 
blood a man deformed” with every vice, 4 blaſphemer, ra- 
viſher, and murderer —ſuch a man would reſt contented 
under the infamy of his own name, and not make a wanton 
and unprovoked attack on the character or feelings of 
others —Yet may I aſk this mild cenſor, whether the un 
offending poſterity of even ſuch a monſter, ought, for the 
' multiplied villainies of their anceſtor, to be for ever fſen- 
= tenced or proſcribed from riſing i in Church or State?! 33 ; 


But, for a few days paſt, there are threatening whiſpers 5 


about a military force. I muſt .confeſs I cannot give any 
credit to ſuch reports, becauſe that would not depend ſolely 
on our monopoliſts ; it would. include a higher ſanction, 

therefore I cannot believe it. We have a grac ious King; we 
have been at all times faithful to him and to his family. He 
75 ſurrounded by men of acknowledged abilities. Mr. Pitt, 
the Premier, poſſeſſes a high character in the empire ;— 
his own glory—his fame with poſterity, will, on ſuch: a ſub- 
ject make him weigh well, as becomes a wiſe miniſter, what 
may be the conſequence of ſuch. a meaſure: He will not 

follow / the raſhneſs of our monopoliſts, he wil eſtimate the 

gain and the loſs of ſuch a meaſure. „ . 


Tf military force be uſed, and with ſucceſs,” what is the 
advantage? Why they force” three millinns' of peaceable 
ſubjects, as good as any in Europe, by this ill treatment, to 
be three millions of diſcontented ſubjects. This would be 
truly, in the language of our countryman, “ to gain a loſs:” 
But force does not abſolutely imply ſucceſs, we may learn 
from many inſtances; and lately from a very remarkable 
one. If, therefore, ſuch a meaſure be attempted, and fail, 
I will leave to men bolder and wiſer than me to tell the 
conſequence. But what is our crime? Why are we to be 
dragooned ? Would ſuch a meaſure ſerve our King ? No. 


Would 
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Would it ſerve our fellow · ſubjects in England? No, Do 
we wiſh a ſepatation from the empire, or from England? 


(a number of voices cried ou. No No No) Do we want 
to alter the preſent Conſtitution of Kings Lords and Com- 
mons ? (a cry—No—No-—No)—Is not our prayer, to be 
admitted into it, to be repreſented in the Commons houſe, by 

Proteſtant repreſentatives, and to ſtrengthen and defend the 


conſtitution againſt any innovation? What have we done, 


or what do we mean to do, but to exerciſe the humbleſt of 
all rights, che right of petition? Why then all this 
-clamour, all this abuſe, all theſe unjuſt inſinuations of riot, 
tumult, and ſedition; and what is yet more atrocious, of 


overawing the Legiſlature? I am aſhamed to anſwer. 


Three or four families of monopoliſts find it convenient to 
hold in ſlavery three or four millions of faithful ſubjects, 
and the language of thoſe over whom they have influence, 
proves they are not very delicate about dictating to the 
| King and Parliament in turn; for which read the Addreſs 
of the Corporation. | 


In truth all advantages his Majeſty can with, or des 
ſeek, will be encreaſed by our freedom ; three millions of 


naked men will be cuſtomers to the Engliſh manufacturers; 


and we will then be intereſted in the glory of the empire. 
Is it/neceſſary to drive to deſpair the Catholics, who man 


one third of that navy upon which the glory and defence of 
the empire depends? Would it be wiſe to force the 


Catholics to withhold themſelves 7 


The reſolutions expreſs alarm; they defeat themſelves; 


twenty-three'gentlemen in a county talk of tumult and ſe. 


dition, and publiſh their decree of eternal ſlavery, ſurround- 
ed by One hundred thouſand Catholics in each county; and 


has a ſingle man been inſulted or attacked for this cruelty? 


Not one inſtance. Indeed it brings its own refutation. But it 
is our buſineſs to entreat our people to continue their 


peaceable conduct, and not be tempted by any ill treatment 
to reſiſtance. We know the goading in Louth ; we know 


the military excurſions, when the people were warm at 


their merriments, and may gueſs the deſign. We alſo 


have heard of the noble Peep-of- day Boy ;—but let us 
Rope he will ceaſe his cruelty, and grant ſome relief to his 
miſerable 
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' miſerable tenantry, to whom he refuſed liberty to cut 
turf let us hope that he will ceaſe to be the ſcourge of 
the poor If I now ſay no more, it is becauſe I ſee the be- 
nevolent Reſolutions of the Volunteers at Rathfryland and 
Ballymoney; and their ſentiments will, I truſt, influence 
us all with mutual affection. Bat ſuppoſe; for a moment, 
the evil genius of the empire prevailed, and the meaſures 
for our flavery were perſiſted in, the Catholics will not 
reſiſt. Will his Majeſty and Parliament give them leave to 
emigrate, if France obtains, as we truſt in God ſhe will, 
a peaceable, ſettled, free government? Is there any encou- 
rugrment in her power that ſhe would not hold out te 
induce us to ſettle there . The commercial wealth and 


induſtry of Ireland, there is no ſmall part of it in the 
hands of Catholics. My reſpectable friend near me * pays 


_ the revenues of this country 80,0001. a year. Suppoſe the 
_ Catholics, rouſed and encouraged by France, pouring into 
that country, but a two days paſſage from Cork, with our 
wealth, our induſtry, commercial talents, ' manufactures, 
money to carry them on;—what a proud day for France! 
What a diſgrace to the empire, to baniſh ſuch ſubjects, in 
ſuch an age, to ſupport, a corrupt, rotten, and unjuſt 
ſyſtem of monopoly and oppreſſion; — but ſhould ſuch an 
event take place, ſhould not our countrymen-admit us to 
liberty, we will not go, numerous as we are, unaccom- 
panied; thoſe Proteſtants who deteſt deſpotiſm, the nobleſt 
and beſt ſpirits of the land, will quit this region of ſlavery 
with us, and leave our common tyrants, the monopoliſts, 
execrated by our King, and deſpiſed by all Europe, to rule 
as they may the country which they have depopulated. 


One objection to our being reſtored to the right of elec: 
tive franchiſe is, we would then govern the politics of Ireland; 
is it not enough to ſay, there would not be one Catholic 
voter for twenty Proteſtants ; and that Catholics muſt vote 
for a Proteſtant ; that when we had twenty times our pre- 
ſent Janded property we had that privilege, and ſo far from 
influencing the counſels of Ireland, we were not able to 
preſerve that right;—and, after all, would not Catholic 
6 vote for their A if good men and 


patriots 
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patriots ?—and they could only increaſe their freehclds by 


Prone future „ their ee from their 
rot CE” 


The ce ,oration tell the kingdom very gravely, . « thas | 
the laſt ſe on of Pazliament left, the © Roman Catholics | 
« in no wiſe different from their Proteſtant ler: 
« ſubjects, ſave only. in the exerciſe of political power; 
jt is a lind information, of which we were 3 
The only anſwer megeſſary is, to read you 2 few, not the 

entire of the laws ſtill in force, which I copied from a book 
publiſhed by the United Iriſhmen of Dublin, or rather 
from a preface of their Chairman, the Hon. Simon Butler, 
a gentleman whoſe pubke ſpiritand patriotiſin has rendered 
his name dear to his country, and demands the gratitude . 
and affection. of every Catholic. By this gentleman's 
labours we are enabled to anſwer ſuch aſſertions as thoſe of 
the corporation of Dublia; I eee with. your pany 
miſhon, the abſtract I have taken. 4 ; 

We are deprived ee me our Univerfay, at 


none can obtain -degrees, who have not taken teſt-gaths, _ 


and declarations, which entirely exclude Catholics, © 
we cannot eres or endow either College or Univerſty- 
We cannot ended a ſchool. A Catholic cannot inſtruct 
any Proteſtants in his ſchool; or become under - maſter,. 
aſſiſtant, or uſher to a Proteſtant ſchool: inafter. —Any 
convert, who becomes Juſtice of Peace, and educates any 
of his children Catholics, is to be impriſoned one year, 
forfeit tool, * be. rr, err eee ä , 


oteſtan may Ae 4 e en e e paſſed 
in e 179, but he muſt forfeit his elective franthiſe; 
and if married by a Catholic De it is aun, apd de 
Clergyman may be Janged / - 


No Catholic of a any property, — 1 or 
2 not een thoſe reſident in the country, can 
cep any 'whapon, even for ſelf defonce, If ſummoned, 

a child muft inform againſt his father, or father muſt give. 


evidence againſt his child; nay, they myſt diſcover againſt 


themiſeives ; otherwiſe any Catholic gentleman, let his cha- 
IN" conſequence, or 3 however eminent, may, 
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by order of a Magiſtrate, ſuffer the puniſhment - inflifted 
on the vileſt criminals; whipped or pillored, as in the 
Magiſtrate's diſcretion; if a Peer or Peereſs, and not pil: 
ored or whipped, then to be fined 300l.—perſons inferior 
gol. for the firſt offence—for a ſecond offence, a forfeiture 
lands and goods, and confinement. The only exception to 
this law is, a licence from the Lord Lieutenant and Privy 
Council, a favour attainable by very few. Our intereſt is 
not, 1 fear, very ſtrong in that quarter. I omitted ſtating, 
that houſes of Catholics may be entered forcibly, even by 
night, to ſearch for arms. 


The laws on the _ exerciſe of = Sp are many 5 
tevere; one leaves a clergyman * to nen if 
i officiating even at a burial. 


It is ſaid all theſe are obſolete; but the fact is etherwith 
An attempt has lately been made to enforce this abominable 
law againſt a clergyman, of exemplary piety, a gentleman 
by birth, of the reſpectable family of the O'Connor's. of 
Ballinagare, in ' the county Roſcommon, whoſe crime was 
ſaying the Pſalm. “ From the Deep, I have criedout to thee, 
O Lord,” in the church yard of Caſtlerea, in the county 
of Roſcommon. A Catholic cannot enjoy an eſtate, which 
deſcends from, or is willed to him by a Proteſtant, in any 
manor or borough whoſe inhabitants ſend members to 
Parliament; or if a Catholic purchaſes the fee. of lands in 
fuch borough or manor, they are forfeited. to a Proteſtants 
diſcoverer, and ſuch diſcoverer can compel a * to 
give evidence againſt his own property. 


But there is a law 'more horrible, wicked; 40 1 wid 
than all theſe, calculated to render the deareſt. ties the 
ſource of wretchedneſs. No Catholic whatſoever, has his 
perſonal property ſecure ; the law invites and encourages 
the diſobedient or unnatural ſon to conform, and to 
deprive him of it. A great ſhare of the wealth of Ireland 
is in Catholic hands, in manufaQures, commerce, agricul - 
ture and- grazing, A reprobate ſon may have the entire 

ſeiſed by order of a Judge, and the unhappy father does not, 
even by the ſurrender of his all, purchaſe his repoſe ; he 
wy be attacked by new bills ; and if his future induſtry 


is 


"T 


TS 


6 \% ſee, he may be arge of the fm of tht 


Ee DI eee we . ae folded 


* places where we are not repreſented :—taxed at Veſtries, 
ivy taxed by Grand- Juries, taxed in Parliament. We neither 
i can ſerve on the two firſt, nor be repreſented in the laſt. 
ng; A foreigner is allowed a jury, half foreigners, half natives. 
by The Catholic; in his native land, leſs privileged than even a | 


175 foreigner, is not permitted to have a Catholic on his jury 
IT in any action between a Proteſtant and Catholic, A Ca- 


nd tholic is excluded from the . rde, — 
if ths eee £11195 D007 Liz 4453 
rhe Theſe are only a part of the 15 wy that afiit thit 
fe, country. This is the reward for the beſt ſübjects in 
Europe, for loyalty-and 1 and N condud, 
and the payment: of immenſe taxes. £7 if Joop 


« elapſed fince the queſtion was tried upon an appeal to 
Heaven, The great ruler of all things decided in nr 
+ of our anceſtors—he gave them vidtory, &c. 927 : 


1 ſhall not enter into the appeal to Heaven, addicts wa | 
equally defend every deſpotiſm in Europe, and be as ſtrong 
_ A reaſon againſt Proteſtant as Catholic liberty; neither will 
I dwell on the blaſphemy of calling the Almighty as a con- 
firmer of the ſlavery of the people; but as the ſubje& is 
forced upon us, though the Catholics will not contend 
ancefiry with the Corporation of Dublin, yet, we will 
| ſtand excuſed for clearing up the hiſtorical fact, and prov- 
ing, that neither arms nor ape / r us nor e in 
the preſent ſituation. 


We axe all ſenſible of the deſign of theſe bold confraiiic- 
tions of fact. We know that in Ireland and England | there 
are thouſands of candid conſcientious Proteſtants, who 


take their opinion on the credit of ſuch hiſtogjans as the 
Dublin Corporation, but who would turn. with abhorrence 
from a breach of faith or agreement; 5 6 ſpeak of them 
from knowledge; it is my pride that 1 have friendſhips 
with Proteſtants equally with Catholics. If they, once 
reflec that their fathers obtained certain great conſidera- 
1 | | - tions 


The Corporation exclaim-— One hundred EP are juſ 1 


— — —' 
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tions from ours; that armed cities werd given up, whew 
they could be defended,: on the fpeciat- agreement of our 
having rights, among which are the Elective Franchiſe and 


Trial by Jury; that theſe valuable conſiderations were 
given, relying on Proteſtant faith, that in conſequence we 
enjoyed theſe privileges, and were not finally ſtript of 
them until the late reign of George II. when in profound 
peace, without any delinquency or pretended crime on out 


part, theſe rights, thus purchaſed and guaranteed, were 
wreſted: from us. Let | theſe facts be clearly ſtated, and 


there is not a man /of: honour, boneſty, or of fair dealing 
in either kingdom, but will cry out againſt ſuch a breach of 
public faith, equally as they would cenſure any man for 
breaking contract, een, or n eiern 
with themſelves. * 


„e bat aus The ye King William . | 
Te in vain; they fought bravely,” the” town was as 
bravely PO ey they were goingelled te rte 
the ſiege. , | EE 

They N ase in- Auguit 1691, t 


moſt probably have been again defeated. The garriſon 


were brave and diſciplined troops, well ſupplied with pro- 
viſions, the winter was approaching, it was now October; "SE 


the rain ſet. in; King William was engaged in a war with, 
France; and a ſtrong reinforcement had actually ſailed from | 


that country, under Chateau Renault, with, fotty ſhips of | 
war and large tranſports, , three thouſand ti oops, two 


hundred officers, | and ten thouſand | ſtand of arms 


Theſe facts were known to the beſieged and to tbe 

beſiegers. In this. ſtate General Ginckle, by order of 
Government, offered honourable terms to the Catho- 
lics, on condition, that they gave up Limerick, and 


all the other places in Ireland held by them; for the 
| Catholics had ſtill forces in Cork, Clare, Kerry, Sligo, | 


and Mayo. It was alſo propoſed to guarantee to the Catho- 


hes, even to thoſe in arms, all their eſtates of freehold, and | 
BE privileges and immunities which the Catholics enjoyed 
or were entitled to, in the, * of Charles II. or ſince; a 


ſtipulation which fully includes the elective franchiſe and 
trial by jury. Part of the agreement or capitulation, 
called the civil articles, were agrepd to the 3d of October, 


1691. 
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1691. The reinforcement with Chateau Renault arrived” 
in the bay of Dingle, the 6th of October, 1693.—The town 
was yet in the Catholics n and "OE were is | 
the military. arti; 7, 

Some officers of the ie gel Lord Lacks and i 
Lord Gallmoy, the commanders of the Iriſh army, to 
break off the treaty, alledging that they could now faiſe 
the ſiege, which wguld give ſuch ſpirits to the Catholics, 
and ſo depreſs the beſiegers, that they might yet recover 
Ireland; and the more ſo as they were certain of mare aid 
from France” What was the reply of Lards Lucan and 
Gallmoy ? They” faid they conſidered themſelves pledged 
in honor to deliver up Limerick, and Iręland to the Pro- 
teſtants; and they did ſo, depending on their faith and 
truth to preſerve inviolate the rights of the Catholics 
under the articles. The military treaty Was eoncluded on 
the rgth of October, thirteen, days after the reinforcement. 
arrived; and that day the Iriſhrtown of Limerick way, ' 
given up, and all the other places of ftrengtl immediately 
after ; but the Engliſh-town of Limerick remained ſ 
time longer in the poſſeſſion of the Catholics, who were to 
march out with all military honours. Hiſtory records few 7X 
examples of a treaty ſo ſolemnly ratified and confirmed. | 


The civil treaty was ſigned by General Ginckle the zd of 
October, 1691, the military treaty by General Ginckle the 
jgth of October. 1691. The treaty was confirmed and 
ſigned by the then Lords Juſtices, Porter and Conyngſby. 
It was afterwards, confirmed by King William and Queen 
Mary, under the Great Seal of England, and finally by 
an act of Parliament, the gar of William III. 6 4 
chap. 27. 

Under this treaty, thus 693 ratified, for the moſt 
important conſiderations, the , Catholics enjoyed the elec- 
tive franchiſe, and the benefit of trial by Jury, until the 
reign of Geo, IL—at that period, the Parliament of this 

country haying ſurrendered hex own independence to Eng- 
land—having no noble or patriotic objects to fill their mind 
deſcended, as might be expected from ſlaves, to ty rannize 
over thoſe who had the misfortune to be within their 
graſp ;—the unoffending and peaceable Catholics had voted 
far patriotic candidatey. in the counties of Galway and 

We OE Kern 
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Kerry, and without pretence of any crime on their parts, 
this privilege-was wreſted from them by the very rs 

they elected; if that were conſtitutional,” perhaps disfran- 

chiſing any deſcription of the preſent Proteſtant electors 
could be equally defended. ——We now come, appealing to 
our country for that tardy juſtice ſo long due to our merits; 
and dela on ren faith, Juſtice, and A þepgr.. 


8 -- z 
x # 
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The Queſtion „%% OR Dems 
mation, it was agreed to unanimouſly ; and a Committee 
coaſting of the fallowing Gentlemen, viz, - 


 RANDAL MDONNEL, || THOMAS RYAN, 
JOHN KEOGH, | THOMAS WARREN, 
HUGH HAM, || CHARLES RYAN, 
IDA BYRNE, JOHN BALL, _ 


'd was ordered to prepare an Anſwer to ſaid Letter of the 
Corporation of the City of Dublin, and to teport the fame 
forthwith : 


And the Committee fo rene 1 reported 
-accordingly. | | 


E ESOE Y D., pid „ . 
THAT the Deckiranion which follows „ragen. as. 
the Unanimous Act of this Meeting. | 


That we embrace this opportunity to repeat our Thanks 
to the' illuſtrious Characters in both Houſes of Parliament, 
who have nobly ſtood forward- in fupport of Catholic 
Emancipation, and the Right of the Subject 0 Pexition for 
Redreſs of Grievances. FT 

That our warmeſt Gratitude i is dye and hereby reſpect- 
fully offered to our Fountrymen, the Citizens of Belfaſt, 
for the uniform and manly exertions which they have on 
all occaſions made in ſupport of our cauſe, and for the 
example of liberality and genuine public ſpirit which 
they have thereby ſhewn to thAkingdom at large. | 


That our fincere Thanks are likewiſe due to. the . 
ſerent Volunteer Corps lately reviewed in Ulſter, to the 
Societies of United Iriſhmen, of Dublin and Belfaſt, ta 
the Proteſtant Frecholders of Cork, the different Gentle, 
wen who at Grand Juries and County. Meetings have ſup. 
| ported 


* 


( 5s ; 
| ported our Cauſe, and to all others among our Proteſtant 
Brethren, who have manifeſted a wiſh for our Emancipa+ 
tion.; and we truſt we . ſhall evince by our conduct, that 
we are not inſenſible nor n of the Kindneſs rx 
| they have ſhewn us. 3 

That our Chairman be ordered to 0 Copies of 
ibis Day's: proceedings to the Chairman of the Town- 
Meeting of Belfaſt, | the ' Chairmen of the different 
Societies of United Iriſhmen, the different Reviewing Of- 
ficers in Ulſter, and the other diſtinguiſhed Characters 
who have intereſted themſelves in the Cauſe of OE 
| a Ns 3 & 
By Order of the Meeting 


SIMON Mc. GUIRE, 
| SECRETARY: 


— 


DECLARATION 


K the Catholics of the City of Dublin, Have-read 

| with extreme concern, the Reſolutions of diffe- 
rent bodies of our Proteſtant fellow-ſubje&ts, in which 
they expreſs their diſapprobation of the conduct of our 
Committee, and their averſion to our claims of the 
Elective Franchiſe, and an, equal participation in the 
benefit of the Trial by Jury. But the Addreſs of the 
Corporation of this City to the Proteſtants of Ireland, 
has filled us. moſt pecyliarly with mortification and ſur- 
priſe ; ; As Iriſhmen we are aſtoniſhed and grieved, that 
the firſt Corporation of this Kingdom ſhould have put 
forth a. publication, teeming with falſe principles. of 
Government, and falſe ſtatements. of hiſtoric facts; as 
Catholics we lament that the ſame body ſhould have 


miſconceived and miſtated our e and our * 
jects. 


We have read of what calle the * of edn; | 
it has alſo been called the fight of robbery: but we did 
not imagine that à doctrine ſs ſubverſive of the Peace 

and Settlement of Society, and of the immutable rules 
of Juſtice : that a doctrine, which in its conſequences 
1 7 | N 3 ſo 
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fo completely warrants, and in its language ſo wanton | 
i provokes reſiſtanee, would be made the. foundation 
of the Proteſtant claims to the Government of this 
dountry. We did not expect that a doctrine exploded 
in this illand by the Revolution of 1492, would be rei. 
vived to our opprofiion. If conqueſt and the right of the 
ford could juſtify, the ſtronger in retaining doninion, 
why did Great-Britain abdicate her legiſlative fuprema- 
over Ireland ? or why were we all, Proteſtants and 
„ eee, eee 
Authority ? Is that monſtrous and exploded prineiple 
ſtill to be retained for our peculiar ſubjection, which was 
ſelt to be falſe by every honeſt man, when applied to 
the ſubjeftion of his native land ? ; 


We are deſired in that addreſs to reſt ed 
„ with the moſt perfect toleration of our Religion, the 
« fulleſt ſecurity of our Property, and-the moſt complete 
« perſonal liberty.” They are great and important 
bleſüngs, but they are not ſecure io any man who is 
8 ſlave. They are held but by ſuſferance, by thoſe 
who are taxed without their denten an, e Sr 
without. being repreſented. bans 40 


Wie agree with the, Corporation in the ſpirit if os 
aſſertion. They © know of no power under Heaven 
authorised to alienate this their moſt valuable inhe- 
4 ritance.” Let our claims be tried by the ſame prin- 
ciple. The Catholics were the Conſtituents of the very 
Parliament which deprived them of "their Franchiſe, 
and thereby did indeed * alienate their moſt Avalittble 
inheritance” and though we haße acquieſted under 
that unjuſt deprivation for fixty4ive years, and though 
we will continue to acquieſce, ſo long as tlie Statute 
ſtands in its preſent form, we muſt” Rift declare, as a 
pdlitical truth, that no elected and delegated Legiſlature 
has a right to disfranchiſe its Electors and Delegators, 
who, never entruſted / their x to that body for the 
purpoſe of being made the of its own de- 
ſtruction . Aud we further ſay, that in aur judgment, 
not even thoſe Electors qguld I Ire 
tatives to enſlave-us, their 3 2 


We 


— 
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We are likewiſe told by the. Corporation, that “ ex- 
„ *perience has taught them, that without the ruin of 
« the Proteſtant eſtabliſhment, the Catholic cannot be 
allowed the ſmalleſt influence in the State.” The in- 
clinations of our Body are not to ſubvert any eſtabliſn- 
ment in this Country; if they were, we are not compe- 
tent to ſo abſurd a projet; and no ſtrength that we 
might derive from the Reſtoration of our Rights would 
enable us to effect it, while the King, the Houſe of 
Lords, the Iriſh Privy Council, the Engliſh Privy Coun- 
cil, and the Chancellors of both Countries are unalte- 
rably Proteſtant..—If by Eſtabliſhment be meant reli- 
gious Eſtabliſhment, we muſt further reply, that no ex- 
perience has Fe em ſo; the Proteſtant Religion 
was dominant in this Country, long before our Anceſ- 
tors loſt their Elective Franchiſe. Is it only ſince the year 
1727, that Proteſtantiſm has been the Religion of the | 
State in Ireland ?—If by Eſtabliſhment be meant the | 
Government of the Country, it is equally ill-founded ; - 
that is inſtituted for the freedom and happineſs of the 
governed ; and yet this Addreſs would imply, that pro- 
curing Freedom and Happineſs for three-fourths of this 
Kingdom would cauſe the utter ruin of our Goverament. 
A greater libel againſt the Conſtitution - of Ireland was 
never uttered by its moſt declared enemy. It is ſuffi- 
ciently capacious to giye liberty to every man; and the 
more its baſe is widened and its bleflings diffuſed, the 
more will it be 'fortified againſt the efforts of time and 
deſpotiſm. Nor does experience warrant the aſſertion. 
Our loſs of the Right of Citizenſhip is comparatively 
modern; and the Government of this country neither - 
required nor gained any acceſſion of ſtrength by our 
ſlavery. That was effected in a time of profound tran- 
quility, after the uninterrupted loyalty and peaceable 
demeanour of our Anceſtors had been experienced 
and acknowledged for thirty-fix years from the capitu- 
lation of Limerick. Fhe cauſes that induced this Law 
are now ,almoft forgotten ; but if tradition, is to be 
believed, where hiſtory is filent, it was enacted to ſa- 
Og Court nee not jm _— to change the 
1% balance 
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balance of power between Proteſtant families in two or 
three Counties of this' Kingdom, not to give any en- 
creaſe of power to the Proteſtants at large. 


It is ſuggeſted in that Addreſs, that the 6 was 
eſtabliſned in Ireland by force, or as it is prophanely called 
by ““ an Appeal to Heaven.” The Revolution in England, 
derived all its glory and its ſtability from this great truth— _ 
that it was effected by the people's will. Does the Revolution 
in Ireland ſtand on a different foundation? Is ii ſupported by 

n principle directly the reverſe of that which rendered the 
Revolution in England the admiration of the world ? No! 
n it is not ſo; we will not concur in calumniating that great 
= - event, that our Anceſtors may alſo be calumniated. The 
- Revolution in Ireland was not compleated by the Battles of 
4 the Boyne or Aughrim ; but by the Articles of Limerick. 
| It was conſented to by all, Proteſtants and Catholics. The 
"I © conſent of the Catholics was obtained by a compact as ſolemnly 
= „and as ſpeedily broken, as any in the Records of Hiſ- 
By that compact, the enjoyment of all their rights was 

| 7 for to our Anceſtors, as the conſideration of their 
conſent. The reftoration of thoſe rights is therefore con- 

nected with the revolution- ſettlement of this Kingdom. 


We are alſo told that theſe laws were enacted to ( deprive 
the Roman Catholics of political power, in conſequence of the 
many and great efforts made by them in ſupport of their Popiſh 
King and French connections. When, where or how, were 
thoſe many and great efforts made ? From their number and 
their magnitude, thoſe who ſo confidently advance this aſſer- 
tion, cannot we preſume be at a loſs for an inftance—but we 
defy the malice of invention to -produce one. Our forefathers 
never violated the Articles of Limerick. From the time that 
they conſented to the Revolution in 1691, they never made 
any efforts either in ſupport of a Popiſh King, or French 
connections, or of any other enemy to King William and his 

| Succeſſorz—had they even done ſo, the fault had been their 
why not the puniſhment th&ks alſo ? Or, is it intended to be 
inſinuated to fellow - ſubjects who know our loyalty, that wwe 
aære anxious to have this Country governed by an arbitrary 
n.. uncouſtitutional Fopiſh Tyrant, and dependant upon 
France.“ 


| G ol 
«© France, or that we do not defire to it enjoy the bleſſings. of 
2 a free Proteſtant Government, a Proteſtant Monarch limited 
« by the Conſtitution (as ſettled by the Revolution) and an 
intimate connection with the free empire of Britain?“ 
If we do, why is the law continued after the reaſon of enact- 
ing it has ceaſed? 

We admit that from the moment the Proteſiant ka 8 
make conceſſions, the Roman Catholic began to extend his 
claims. The firſt kindneſs of our Proteſtant Brethren ſhewed 
a returning ſpirit of liberality and affection. Before that time 

we were not ſo raſh as to raiſe our minds to the hope of Citizen- 
ſnip. But we were never gyilty of the deceit imputed to us, 
of declaring that a little would ſatisfy us, and when that little 
was granted, of claiming more. Our own attention, as well 
as that of our Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects, was directed to the 
moſt immediate and moſt practicable redreſs. We did noett 
embarraſs the meaſure by remote and extranequs eonſiderations, 

but we never did either in word or thought, and we never 
will forego our hopes of Emancipation. Freemen would not be- 
lieve us, if we ſaid that we ſhould be induced by any, compara- - 
tively ſmall alleviation of our 1 to conſent to perpe- - 

- tual ſlavery. 
We lament that it is not true, (t that the laſt Seſſion of Par. 
liament left us in no wiſe diffefent from our Proteſtant fellow- 
ſubjects, ſave only in the exerciſe of political power.” That 
aſſertion js falſified by the heavy code of Penal Laws ſtill in 
force againſt us, many of which infringe on that ſecurity of 
property and that perſonal liberty, which it is alledged we 
poſſeſs. But it is not power, it is protection we ſolicit. It is 
not power, including in it the notion of ſuperiority—it is the 
equal enjoyment of our Rights that we claim. 

The Corporation tell us that they will not he compelled by 
any authority whatever, © to abandon that political ſituation 

4 which their forefathers won with their ſwords, and which - 
te they have reſolved with their lives and fortunes tq maintain.“ 

Are ws the ſeditious Men that would overawe the Legiſlature 
and our Fellow-countrymen? No; our views are peaceable, 
and neither inſult nor oppreſſion ſhall make us forget our 


Loyalty, But _wherefore this untimely threat ? It wears = 


INE. . 
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the appearance of firſt urging us to . an eternal 
proſeription, and then of throwing down the gauntlet of Civil 
War. We too have Lives and Fortunes, which we are ready 
to devote to the ſervice of our Country, whenever real danger 
ſhall require it; but we will never degrade that laſt and moſt 
ſolemn act of patriotiſm into an idle menace and an inſolent 
bravado. 


The great queſtion of our 3 — is now 2 
we have never ſought to acquire it by force, and we hope 
for it now only from the wiſdom of the Legiſlature, and 
affetion of our Proteſtant Brethren. But, We here ſo- 
lemnly and publicly declare, that we never will, through 
any change of time or circumſtance, ſave the actual 
reſtoration of our Rights, deſiſt from the peaceable 
and lawful purſuit of the two great objects of our 
hopes Th RIOT or Errcrive Francuiss, AND AN 
EQUAL SHARE IN THE BENEFITS or THE TridL BY 
Joy. | Frog 
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DECLARATION 
Adopted by the General Committee, March the 17th, 379%, 


SUBSCRIBED BY THE CATHOLICS OF IRELAND: 


;f? 


HEREAS certain opinions ail Ie inimicul 
to good order and government, have been attti- 
buted to the Catholics, the exiſtence of which we utterly 
deny; and, whereas, it is at this time peculiarly neceſſary 
to renounce ſuch imputations, and to give the moſt full 
and ample fatisfaftion to our - Proteſtant brethren, - that 
WE HOLD NO PRINCIPLE, WHATSOEVER, INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH OUR, DUTY , AS MEN on AS, SUBJECTS, OR REPUG- 
NANT TO LIBERTY, WHETHER . POLITICAL, CIVIL, OR 

RELIGIOUS, 


Now, we, the Catholics of Beland for the eval of 
all ſuch imputations, and in, deference. to the opinion of 
many reſpectable bodies of men, and individuals, among 
our Proteſtant brethren, do hereby, in the face of our 
Country, of all Europe, and before God, make this our 

deliberate and ſolemn Declaration. 


J. WE ABJURE, DISAVOW, AND condeun the Opinion, 
that Princes, excommunicated by the Pope and Council, 
or by any eccleſiaſtical authority whatſoever, may thereſore be 
depoſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or any other Per- 
ſons. We hold ſuch doctrine in deteſtation, as wicked and 
impious ; and we declare we do not believe, that either the 

| | Pope, 


1 
Pope, with or without a general Council, or any Prelate „ 
Priefhy--or any eccleſiaftical power. whatever, can abſolve the 
ſubjects of this kingdom, or any of them, from their 
Allegiance to his Majeſty King George the Third, who 
is by authority of Parliament, the lawful King of this 


IL WX azjUzE, CONDEMN,: AND prrker, as unchriſtian 
and impious, the principle, that it is lawful to murder, 
deſtroy, ox any ways injure any perſon whatſoever, for or 
a under the pretence of their being hereticks and we 
DECLARE $SOLEMNLY before God, that we believe that no 
ach, in itſelf unjuſt, immoral, or wicked, can ever be juſtified 
or excuſed by, or under pretence or colour, that it was dqne either - 
or the good of the church, or in obedience to any m— 
power whatſoever. 


III. We further EY we hold it as an unchriſ- 
tian and impious principle, that“ no Faith is to be kept 
with Heretichs.” This doctrine we deteſt and ;repray 
bate, not only as contrary to aur religion, but as deſtructiye 
of morality, of ſociety, and even of common honeſty ; and 


| it is our firm belief, that an oath made to any perſon, not of 


the Catholic religion, is equally binding 1 if it were a 
to any Catholic whatſoever. 


IV, We have been charged with holding : as an Article of 
our Belief, that the Pope with or without the authority of 
a general Council, or that certain eccleſtaſtical powers, can 
acquit and abſolve us, before God, from our Oath of 
Allegiance, or even from the juſt Oaths and Townes 
entered into between man and man : 


Now, we Do UTTERLY RPNOUNCE, ABJURE AND DENY. 
that we hold or maintain any fuch belief, as being contrary | 
to the peace and happineſs of ſociety, inconſiſtent with 
morality, and above all repugnant to tlie true . of the | 
Catholic religion. 


V. We do further DelAxE, that we do not believe that 
the Pope of Rome, or any other foreign Prince, Prelate, 
State, or Potentate, hath, or ought to have any temporal oC 
civil Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, or Pre-eminence, 
directly or indirecly, within this Realm. \ 


VI. Aſter 


TY 

VI. After what we have renounced, it is immaterial, in 
a political light, 'what may be our Opinion or Faith in 
other points reſpecting the Pope: However, for greater 
| ſatisfaction, WE DECLARE, that it is 20 an Article of the 
Catholic Faith, neither are we thereby required to believe 
or profeſs that the Pope is infallible,” or that we are 
bound to obey any order, in its own nature immoral, 
though the Pope, or any Eccleſiaſtical Power, ſhould iſſue 
or direct ſuch order; but on the contrary, we hold, that 
it would be finful in us to pay any reſpe or obedience 
thereto. | | | 


VII. We further pzcLane, that we do not believe that 
any fin whatfoever committed by us can be forgiven at the 5 
mere will of any Pope, or of any Prieſt, or of any perſon 
or perſons whatſoever; but, that fencere forrow for paſt fins, 
a firm and ſincere reſolution, as far as may be in our 

power, to reſtore our neighbour's property or character, 
if we have treſpaſſed on, or unjuſtly injured either; a firm 
and ſincere reſelution to avoid future guilt, and to atone to God, 
are previous and indiſpenſible* requiſites to eſtabliſh a well- 
founded expectation of forgiveneſs; and that any perſon 
who receives Abſolution without theſe previous re- 
quiſites, ſo far from obtaining thereby any remiſſion of 
his ſins, incurs the additional. guilt of violating a Sa- 
erament. 


VIII. We do hereby sol EMXLVY DISCLAIM and for EVER 
RENOUNCE all INTEREST in, and TITLE to, all FORFEITED 
LaNnDs, reſulting from any rights, or ſuppoſed rights, of 
our anceſtors, or any CLAIM, TITLE, OR INTEREST therein; 
nor do we admit any title, as a foundation of right, which 
is not eftabliſled and achnowledged by the laws of the realm, as 
| they now fland. We deſire, further, that whenever the 
b patriotiſm, liberality, and juſtice of our countrymen, ſhall 
_ reſtore to us a participation in the elective franchiſe, no 
Catholic ſhall be permitted to vote at any election for 
members, to ſerve in Parliament, unleſs he ſhall previouſſy 
take an oath, 70 defend, to the utmoſt of his power, the ar- 
rangement of property in this country, as gffabliſted by the 
different ads of Attainder and Settlement. p 


IX. It 


4 
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IX. It has been objected to us, that we wiſh to ſubvert 
the preſent Church eſtabliſhment, for the purpoſe of ſub- 
ſtituting a Catholic Eſtabliſhment, in its ſtead ; Now, we 

do hereby, p1scLA1M, DisAvow, and $0LEMNLY ABJURE any 
ſuch intention; and further, if we ſhall be admitted into 
any ſhare of the Conſtitution, by our being reſtored to the 
right of Elective Franchiſe, we are ready, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, to declare, that WE WILL NOT EXERCISE 
that privilege To DISTURB AND WEAKEN THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF THE PROTESTANT RELIGJON, OR PROTESTANT 

GovennMent IN THIS COUNTRY. 


"I Order, and on Behalf of the General 
rm nee of the Catholics of Ireland, + 


EDWARD BYRNE, 


. 


. RICHARD TRAIT, 
' SECRETARY. 


THE 


THE FOLLOWING Is 


THE LETTER, 


e 4 0 
3A1D TO BE „6 2 Epwarp BYRNNE,“ 


AND 
"THE PLAN 


ALLUDED To BY THE CORPORATION or DUBLIN, 
2 THE GRAND-JURJES, &c. | 
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At a Meeting of the Sub-Committee of the Catholics of 
Ireland, Epwazp Brsxg, Eſq, in the Chair, 
ResoLyzD>——That the following LxNTZE be circylated, 
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HIS Letter, with the Plan which accompanies it, 
is tranſmitted to You, by order of the Sub- Com- 


mittee. You will perceive that the object of this Plan is 


to procure a fuller attendance of Country gentlemen, 10 
aſſiſt by their advice and influence, the meaſures adopted 
by the Committee to procure for the Catholics the ELEC- 

TIVE FRANCHISE, and an equal participation jn the 
benefits of the TRIAL BY JURY., You will pleaſe to 
- loſe no time in ſubmitting this to the reſpectable Catholics 
of your county; You will pleaſe alſo to inform them, 
that ſeyeral reſpeftable independent country gentlemen, 
lately in Dublin, had frequent conſultations, - for the 
laudable * of re- uniting to the Committee Lord 
3 Fingal, 


A. » 
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| Fingal, and the other gentlemen who had withdrawn them- ; 


e e 1 „ them mm bye 


(6) 


ſcives/ from it. - Theſe-country gentlemen had the ſatis- 


faction to find, that the General Committee on one fade, | 
and the gentlemen who had entered into ſeparate addreſſes | 
on the other, mutually regretted their diviſion ; which they 
DS ut by the oppamts.ofcher Cachalics, as » pretext 
for withholding: from our people the Eleckive Franchiſe, 


and an equal participation in the benefits of the Trial by 


Jury. It is on all ſides agreed, that if the Catholics are 
ALL united in this juſt and reaſonable requeſt, eſſential to 


the very exiſtence of our people there will be a certainty 
of ſucceſs. It depends then on ourſelves, whether we ſhall 
be freemen—or flaves ! 7 We ſay, | eſſezitial to the very | 


, exiſtence of our people; for, as the rage for electioneering 


intereſts increaſes, our wealthy farmers muft either pay 


; beyond the value for lands, or reſign. them t to Proteſtant 
frecholders when out. of leaſe ; our poorer yeomanry will 


of courſe be expelled, and. Aizen into beggary. Let us 


all then, ſpeak with one voice, and ſupplicate the Sol 


Zan Son: rng Me Jo 40775237 8-76, 


Theſe independent country gentlenich have received 
from Lord Fingal, and the gentlemen who have ated with 


hir, the moſt poſitive declarations—that' they will never 


again enter into any act to oppoſe the General Committee 
in their endeavours to obtain the emancipation of the 


; Catholics ; and it is determined—that all former differences 


in opinion ſhall be buried in oblivion on both ſides. „ 


+ 1.43 14.1 Ls 1 
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dody, ee to the counties to appoint Delegates to 
| the. Comm ttee, 
_ certainty ; and our Chairman had actually left Dublin, 


of ; whoſe attendance there would be a2 


with. intention to go through great part of Ireland for 
this +purpoſe ; the independent country gentlemen, as 


defate mentioned, took up the ſame idea themſelves, (be- 
fore they knew the Committee had determined upon it) 


and they and Lord Fingal and his friends, all agreed 
in preſſing ſuch a meaſure on the Committee, 2s an 


IF . + 
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preſent Committee ſhould be diſſolved; an opinion, how- 


ever, which further reflection on vhs various difficulties | 


reſulting from ſuch a meaſure, the doubts entertaihed of 
the competency in the Committee to diſſolve irſelf, and 


che conſideration that a" diſſolution muſt enn 2 
enrly 107937 induced them to forego. 0 


The plan incloſed, een in his e,, 5 
by theſe independent gentlemen, and by Lord Fingal 


and his friends, is recommended to your zeal to have 
carried i info WORD x execution in ee _— 7 EY 


Sees by Order, 


4 RICHARD 3NCORACICE, 
„ 8 eee, DEPT! 


oN THE MANNER" or CONDUCTING 7 THE 


Reade OF DELEGATER,, 
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TT will be of great importance, in the preſent ſlate at 
our affairs, that the Delegates be choſen in ſuch a man- 


| ner as to make it appear evident that the nomination. of 
ſuch delegates is authoriſed by all the. People, But as it 


might be imprudent to call a meeting of all the Catholics of 
2 county, for the purpoſe of proceeding to ſuch an election, 


it is therefore ſuggeſted - that one or two of the moſt re- A 
ſpectable perſons in each pariſh be appointed electors, at a 


anden oy 
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be moſt convenient to the inhabitants. Theſe ſeveral 
electors, ſo appointed, may meet at any central place, for 
the purpoſe of chuſing from one to four (as it may appear 


to the General Committee; no one to be eligible who thall 
| not folemnly promiſe to attend his duty in Dublin, when 
required to do ſo by order of the Committee, or at leaſt. 
who ſhall not pledge himſelf to attend in his turn. It is 
alſo ſuggeſted that, in addition to the xzs1penT Delegates, 
each county do appoint at the ſume time, #5 affociate 
Delegates for ſuch county, one or two (as it may ap- 
pear beſt to the eleftors) anf inhabitants of Dublin, 
whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be, to keep up à regular correſ- 
Pondence with their colleagues in- the country, and to in- 
form the county through them, of all proceedings in the _ 
General Committee, at ſuch times as the county Delegates 
ſhall be abſent. It is to be underſtood that attendance on 
the part of the county Delegates will not be required, 
except on important occaſions. In this, however, they are 
to ſtudy their own convenience; if they all come often, we 
are perſuaded that the Committee derive ſatisfaction 
and profit from their preſence and advice. 


As ſoon as the gentlemen of your county ſhall have ap- 
pointed Delegates, it will be neceſſary to call THEIR 
attention to the firſt great buſineſs which ſhall probably 
engage the General Committee, viz. An humble application | 
to our Gracious Sovereign, ſubmitting to him our loyalty 
and attachment, our obedience to the laws, a true ſtatement 
*. r ſituation, and of the laws which operate againſt us; 

humbly beſeeching—that We may be reſtored the 
ELECTIVE FRANCHISE, and an equal participation in 
in the benefits of the TRIAL BY JURY. We — the 

FIRST AUTHORITY for aſſerting that this epplicetion 
will have infinite weight with dur Gracious Sovereign and 
with Partiament, if our friends are qualified to declare, that 
it is the univerſal with of EVERY Catholic in the Nation. 
To enable therefore your Delegates and the General 
F to enn in your behalf, it will be beceſürr 

that 
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molt expedient to them) of their own refidents, as Delegates 
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| that als ee winged into Reſolutions in any wont they 
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RESOLVED Sher. A aa Gn „„ 
of the City of, Dublin, fires Jos his Day choſen' by the Catholics 
f this Com as their. ee, to * General Cann itte. x 
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| That it it our WIGS to our ſaid Delegates, to fupgort 
in ſaid Committee, as the voice of all the Catholics of this 


county, that an hunble repreſentation be made id our Gracious 
Bovereign and to Parliament, of the many ſevere laws which 
oppreſs his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, the Catholics of Ireland, 
although no cauſe, founded in wiſdom or policy, is aſſigned for 
their continuance; imploring it, as Hential to pur protei tion, 
and to ſecure, an impartial diftribution of juftice in our favour, 
that we be reflored to the ELECTIVE FRANCHISE, 
and an equal ee, in the A of the © TA L B 7 | 
TURE © 6. 
\ Ree or 
According to its preſent. ohm 61 UP RP es thi | 
General Committee i is open not only to perſons delegated” 
by others, but to every Roman Catholic of landed property 
in the king dom. From this mixture of 'REPRESENTA- 
TIVE 7 PERSONAL aſſociation, inconveniencies which 
every one may remember, but which at preſent it is uſeleſs 5 
to dwell on, have ariſen. To guard againſt ſimilar incon- 
veniencies in future, we have recommended to your con- 
ſideration the above ſketch of a new ſyſtem; the object of 
which is to give to the Committee ſomewhat more of a 
REPRESENTATIVE, and ſomewhat leſs of an TNDIVIT- 
DUAL capacity ; and we beg leave to offer to vou the fol. 
lowing obſeryations in e of gur * 1 


a My 4 


Men 
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e poet by ochors muſt hold themſelves account - ; 
able to thoſe from whom they derive their truſt; and 
therefore muſt regulate their conduct by the fundird - 
of general opinion; or, if they be unwilling to take ſuch a 
ſtandard for their rule, and to obey the inſtructions of 
their couſtituents, they may be removed from the places 
they hold, to make room for others more practicable, and 
leſs inclined to ſet the dictates of private ſentiment, or pri- 
yate intereſt, in oppoſition to the general will, and the public. 
454. —Under a ſyſtem which is thus REPRESENTATIVE, = 
and where the truſt is revocable at pleaſure, iszpucrION 5 
cannot be practiſed, nor can p1vIs10N again take place; 
or at leaſt the remedy is ſo near the evil, that little 16 oh 
is to be apprehended from either. ; 


Our plan, by mak ing attendance a duty, will: we appre- : 
bend, ſerve to bring a greater number of Country Gentle- 
men into the Committee than have formerly appeared 
among us. While admiſſion remains ſo eaſy as it does at 
preſent, and while ſo many perſons are exempted from 
reſponſibility and controul, we have little reaſon to expect 
that country gentlemen will deſert their homes and their 
immediate concerns to promote an intereſt which is 
remotely or obſcurely felt; but we hope that the honour. 
able diſtinction of repreſenting others, added to the obli- 
_ gation of a ſolemn promiſe, will not fail to reconcile 
thoſe who ſhalt happen to be delegated, to admit of ſome 
temporary hardſhips, \.in orger to promote the public 
good. By collecting occaſjonally a number of Country Gen. 
tlemen in Dublin, we flatter ou rſelves, that the Committee 
will be enabled to ſpeak the ſentiments of its conſtituent Oh 
members with diſtinctneſs and preciſion; and that the 
Fountry parts of the kingdom will be prqvided with the 
ſureſt means of acquiring whatever information may 
be neceſſary on the ſubject of Catholic affairs. F rom this 
prompt communication of opinion and intelligence, we 
foreſee great advantages ; advantages, which under the 
preſent ſyſtem are wholly beyond our reach; as the 

gentlemen. are reſponſible only to a and as the 
Dublin Delegates have frequently little knowledge of 
| their conſtituents. Pun attendance of a greater number of 
dnn; 
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country gentlemen vill juſtify . 4 


number of Delegates for the metropolis in the General 
Committee, as may be judged adviſable-;.a meaſure which 
was always deſirable, but which could not be heretofore 


© accompliſhed, as the attendance of landed 4 was 


ſo uncertain and irregular. } bs ma Himes e 
- Every endeavour fliould be uſed to hn and im- 


prove the friendſhip of our clergy. The clergy and laity, i 


having but one intereſt, ſhould have but one mind, and 
ſhould therefore mutually combine their talents, their opi- 


nions and their exertions, in order to effectuate our com- 


mon emancipation. This union of ſentiment and deſign, 


this interchange. of counſel, and of aid, will ſerve to 
ſtrengthen the bonds of a common friendſhip, and will be 
the beſt ſecurity ind. neren | in matters which relate 


to religion. 


9. / 


The clergy being the arri b of nent, will. 
undoubtedly conſent to co-operate with the laity; when 
they conſider that the reſtoration of the EleQive Franchiſe 
to the Catholle community will tend to prevent thoſe 


5 perjuries which are ſo common at, and which difgrace 


the return of electioneering conteſts. '' By ſuch conduct 


will the clergy ſecure to themſelves] that influence over the 
laity of their own perſuaſion, which it is uſeful that good 


clergy ſhould have; and that reſpectability among perſons 


of other perſuaſions, which muſt naturally reſult from the 


encreaſed importance of the people to whom they belong, 
It is unneceſſary to point out the, advantages which a 
reſtoration of the Elective Franchiſe would produce in our 
habits and modes of life, in the ſtate of national as well 
as individual happineſs. _ Let it ſuffice to ſay, that not only 
men, but every Catholic biſhop and prieſt, would, 
by the acquiſition of ſo valuable a privilege to the Ca- 


tholic body at large, find his condition meliorated1 ina variety 
of ſhapes and circumſtances, which cannot eaſily be re- 


duced within the compaſs of exact calculation. The filent 
operation of this right would, in the lapſe of time, con- 
tribute to raiſe a reſpectable yeomanry in the kingdom ; and 
this yeomanry, bring on the one band a new infufion of 

„ vigour- 


1 
vigour to the commonwealth, would, on the other ſupply 
2 fund, from which the clergy would derive the means of 
4 more honourable ſupport, and more proportionate to 
their uncommon labours and merits, than at preſent they 
enjoy. | 0s "C49 

When this plan ſhall have been adopted, and the returns 
in conſequence made, the Committee will in the courſe 
of next Winter, conſider, as a meaſure of the laſt import- 
ance, what further improvements may be neceſſary in the 
mode of ciefting Delegates on future occaſions, in order to 
ſecure a permanent, extenſive, and eſfectual method of 
collecting the general ſenſe of the Catholicsof Ireland. 


rw 
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W beg leave again fo recommend it ou Wen ear- 
neſtly, to carry the above Plan into IMMEDIATE execu- 
tion. It is of the utmoſt conſequence, that we ſhould have 
this addition of Country Gentlemen as soox as POSSIBLE, 
in order to give due weight and efficacy to our humble 
application to the Throne, which we are apviseD to make 
this Summer, before the Parliamentary eee are 
formed for the enſuing Winter. 0 

As ſoon as your Delegates ſhall have view lofi we 


requeſt that you will make a return of their names and 
addreſs to our Ts Mr. Richard nn Mart's- 


Yue — 


